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Sharing and Walking Hand in Hand... 

THE LIVING LIGHT 
For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 

Ephesians 5:9 

A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE CALLED TO LISTEN, GATHERED TO SEEK PEACE AND SENT FORTH TO SERVE 

Christmas Goes a 

Little Peanuts 

Good grief, Charlie Brown! 
Isn’t A Charlie Brown Christmas a great story?! Our 

hero—the gentle, innocent, sorta pessimistic, while 
always hopeful Charlie Brown—learns the true 
meaning of Christmas, which is of course the 
celebration of the blessed baby who grew up to show 
Light to the world and offer God’s Peace. 

This year’s Family 
C h r i s t m a s  D i n n e r 
captured this message 
beautifully. Marilyn Fant’s 
A Charlie Brown Christmas 
decorations were amazing 
and captured just the right 
feel with the simplicity of a 
tiny tree with one shining 
ornament. You’re amazing, Marilyn and we love you. 
And, as always, thanks for the hospitality in hosting us 
in your home. 

Continued on page 8 

Every winter from November through March, the 
Whittier Area Interfaith Council sponsors the Cold 
Weather Shelter to provide overnight hospitality for 
some of the homeless in our Whittier community. 

The Meeting will be coordinating with our friends 
and neighbors at First United Methodist Church 
(FUMC) to house and feed up to forty homeless 
people. FUMC is graciously opening their doors 
Monday evening, January 14 through Monday morning, 
January 21. They will provide an accessible location for 
dinner and sleeping and pitching in with the meals and 
the night supervision. We are asking Friends to cook 
dinner meals or make monetary contributions to help 
cover the cost of breakfasts.  

Sign-up sheets are available in the foyer as we begin 
to seek volunteers to help with cooking dinners each 
night at 7:00 p.m., breakfasts each morning at 6:00 a.m. 
and with overnight supervision. There is a need for 
supervisors (one male, one female) to be on site from 
6:00 p.m. until midnight each night and from midnight 
to 7:00 a.m. each early morning. Coffee and a hot 
breakfast is provided. 

Please consider how you might want to serve.  
Contact Marilyn Fant with questions and suggestions. 

...Into the New Year 
Read about our Meeting’s future in the Monthly Meeting report on page 3 
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Friendly Fare by Lea Wright 

Dear Friends, As we wrap up 2018 and prepare for 
the new year, I am reminiscent of years past and 
traditions continuing. I was recently in the church 
office when Don Votaw (happily) surrendered his 
master key after serving on the Trustees committee for 
20 + years. (Does anyone really know how many years 
it was?) Thank you, Don, for all your years of service.    
Friends Celebrate: Happy birthday to Carlos Bailey 
who turns 105 in January. 

Friends Visit: When Lynn Borg visited church on 
Oct. 14, she spoke about having grown up at First 
Friends, and Louise Secord remembered being her 
Sunday School teacher. Lynn now lives in Colorado. 
Her dad, Lou, still lives in La Habra, but her mother, 
Helen, passed away last summer. Rex Jones visited on 
Dec. 16. He was back in California because of the 
death of his sister Barbara Schrader.  

Friends About Town: Here is something that ages us 
all. Anathea Woirhaye now has her driver’s license! 
(When you watch someone grow up, it’s hard to realize 
that someday they’ll be old enough to drive, and then it 
happen ust like that.) Dan Wright, Steven 
Caringella, and Milton Wright are tuning up their old 
cars as they plan a family outing with the “Holiday 
Motor Excursion” put on by the Horseless Carriage 
Club held each year on the weekend between 
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Pictured from last 
year’s trip are Cassie, Landon, Avalon & Steven 
Caringella and Lea & Dan Wright. 

School and Work News: Cedric Woirhaye’s 
university was closed due to fire around Thanksgiving, 
but everyone was safe. Sadly, one of his classmates lost 
their home. 

Friends Travel: Liz Ellis was with her daughter, Toya 
and her family at their log house outside Leadville, CO 
for Christmas. April and Mark and his family were 

there, too. It was a white 
Christmas for sure!  

Friends Correspond: 
Amy Robison Burke 
writes, “Doing well in 
Phoenix and enjoy reading 
The Living Light.” She 
included a picture of her 
dad, Klane Robison, with 
his grandson Ryan Burke.  

Friends Remember: We are remembering Stephen 
Gothold, who passed away in December. Until I starting 
writing this, I didn’t realize how often our paths had 
crossed. Steve was Minister of Music at First Friends 
from 1971 to 1980, and I was in high school during that 
time. He was the soloist at my wedding to Dan. His 
daughter, Sarah, was in our Girl Scout troop with my 
daughter Cassie when I was a troop leader. And he was 
Cassie’s music professor 
at Whittier College. As 
the founder of Chorale 
Bel Canto, Steve was the 
group’s conductor and 
music director from 1981 
to 2018. His first job as a 
choral director was at his 
alma mater, Whittier High 
School. Also a graduate 
of Whittier College, Dr. Gothold was director of Choral 
Activities there from 1977 until his retirement in 2005. A 
memorial concert featuring John Rutter’s Requiem will be 
presented on Sunday, January 13 at 7:00 p.m. at First 
Friends.  
Friends Sharing News: Help to keep the Friendly Fare 
going. Email me a quick note and tell me your news. 
Send to Lea at lealouw@gmail.com, or deliver to me at 
church on Sunday. See you next month!  

We welcome and encourage your comments 
as well as your contributions and photos 

for inclusion in The Living Light. 
Kindly send your email to Elisabeth Elliot 

at communiquaker@gmail.com. 
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     At Monthly Meeting on 
December 2, we engaged in a 
lengthy discussion and review of 
the Meeting’s budget for the 
coming year. 

It is clear that the Meeting’s financial situation is 
not sustainable in its present form. Our total income 
projected in 2019 only covers approximately 70% of 
our expenses. 

This has been true for some time—year after year, 
we have been meeting our budget by utilizing reserve 
funds consisting of accumulated earnings from our 
ministry’s endowment. 

Our reserve funds are now depleted and will be 
gone by the end of the year at the latest. It is crucial to 
the future of our ministry that we address this shortfall 
now. 

The largest parts of our total budget are personnel 
and property maintenance. If cuts are to be made, it 
will have to come from these areas. 

Our other choice is to significantly increase 
income. This income can come from many sources, 
including the sale of real estate, sharing our facility with 
another faith community and renting out our facilities 
far more broadly than we currently do as well as 
increasing both the number of faith promises made by 
our members and the amount of each pledge. The 
approximate current average of an annual faith promise 
to our Meeting is $3300. Based on the current number 
of faith promises received, the average amount of each 
pledge would have to be $6100 in order to keep the 
Meeting financially stable. 

At Monthly Meeting for December, a committee 
was appointed to do an intensive, Spirit-led exploration 

Loletta’s Lines 

Joy to the World! This 
hymn is as hopeful and positive 
as a Christmas song should be 
when it proclaims that the Lord 
is come. We have celebrated the 
birth of Jesus, passed the 
darkest night of the year, rung 
in the New Year, and wow, it’s 
2019 already, joy! But then why 
is this song still in my head? And what does it mean 
now that the Lord is come? There are many things that 
will happen in the future months, but what really can 
bring Joy to our World in all its troubles? 

I am not sure why but some hymnals omit the third 
verse which is about sins and thorns, blessings and 
curse. Maybe people don’t like thorns as much as they 
don’t like to talk about sins, or maybe “curse” is too 
scary, or too generic. The last verse is, “He rules the 
world with truth and grace, and makes the nations 
prove the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of 
his love.” Now that sounds kind of nice. 

Sometimes when I sing I just go along with the 
flow. But I usually think about the words we are 
singing. I think about what they mean, what the person 
who wrote them was feeling, what context they lived 
in, and what meaning this song has for me. Some 
people think hymns tell us about God. I happen to 
think hymns tell the story of people’s ideas about God, 
like the Bible, and the best ones call us to think about 
our own story with God. 

Joy to the World—If God is come, then giving 
God room in my heart and repeating the sounding joy 
with all of creation is definitely what I want to do. If 
God is come, I don’t want to participate in things that 
create separation and sorrow and I definitely want to 
eliminate a curse and share blessings with everyone. If 
God is come, truth and grace and righteousness have 
come too and we should be proclaiming and living the 
wonder of love! What can bring Joy to the World? We 
can! 

This Month in Meeting for Worship 

January 6 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Leading in Community 

January 13 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Precious and Priceless 

 Psalm 29, Isaiah 43:1-7 

January 20 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
What is the Common Good? 

 Isaiah 62:1-5, I Corinthians 12:1-11 

January 27 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Fulfilled 

 Luke 4:14-21, I Corinthians 12:12-31 

 Mark 10:35-45 

Continued next column 

‘Monthly Meeting’ continued 

of how we can financially continue our ministry and in 
what form. No paid staff members are serving in this 
capacity, which would represent a conflict of interest as 
we consider all options. 

If you are interested in serving on this committee, 
p l e a s e  e m a i l  D e a n n a  W o i r h a y e  a t 
deanna@woirhaye.com. 
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     What’s better than a morning spent 
with friends, mixing tasty ingredients 
like chocolate, caramel, marshmallows 
and nuts together to make candy? 
Nothing, unless it’s seeing how fast it 
sells out at the Family Christmas 
Dinner! And then realizing how much 
you will be able to donate to the 
charity of your choice as a result. Of 
course the stained glass item that Dan 

and Philip create pushes that amount way over the top. 
This year, the combined total of the auction and candy 
sale amounted to an amazing $1000. The youth split 
this amount with $500 going towards their programs 
and activities and the other $500 to a charity of their 
choice. This year, they wanted the money to go to 
DIGDEEP, a human rights non-profit, working to 
ensure that every American has clean, running water 
forever. Roughly 1.3 million Americans still don’t have 
hot and cold running water, a bathtub or shower or a 
working flush toilet. Many more don’t have clean water 
that’s safe to drink. You can learn more at digdeep.org. 

At this writing there are still plenty of Christmas 
activities to keep us all busy but we do look forward to 
a trip to Lake Arrowhead and a few surprises in 
January and February. 

—Lynda Ladwig 

On a cold winter evening, nothing beats a big bowl 
of fresh chil xcept for maybe 8 or 10 small bowls 
of chili! At 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 26, Whittier 
Friends School’s annual Chili Cook-Off fundraiser will 
begin. We look forward to YOU (yes, you!) bringing a 
crock-pot full of your favorite chili or bringing your 
favorite chili toppings. All guests will get a chance to 
vote for their favorite chili, with a gift card prize for 
the winner!  

Our children will be dressed as animals and will 
sing a collection of animal songs they have learned for 
your entertainment. Wear your favorite animal ears and 
tail or animal costume to get an extra voting ticket. 

Presale tickets will be available beginning 
Wednesday, January 9, through Lea Wright or school 
families. If purchased by Wednesday, January 23, 
tickets are $5 for adults bringing food and children, and 
$10 for adults who don’t plan to bring food. At the 
door, adults who bring food and children will be $7, 
and adults who don’t bring food will be $12.  

If you want the “bringing food” discount but don’t 
feel confident with your chili-making abilities, you can 
bring 2 to 3 dozen homemade dessert items or 
cornbread and 1 chili topping (cheese, onions, sour 
cream, cut-up tomatoes, etc). 

We look forward to this evening of community and 
food. See you there! 

—Cassie Caringella 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
News from 

Whittier Friends School 
 

Spirit, Sound and Silence 

The Friends Choir will host the Long Beach 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists for a 
Hymn Service, Spirit, Sound and Silence, on Tuesday, 
January 8 at 8:00 p.m. in our Meeting House. It follows 
the regular chapter dinner meeting. There will be a 
couple of organ works, the Friends Choir will present 
several short anthems and the assembled people will 
sing an assortment of hymns that represent Quaker 
testimonies and sensibilities. All are invited to attend. 
Come lend your voice to the hymn singing and hang 
out with some friendly organists! 

—Russ Litchfield 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

8 

7:00a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

9:00a Trustees 

Meeting 

6:00p Business 

& Finance 

Meeting 

8:00p Hymn 

Service Concert 

9 

6:00p All 

Friends 

Fellowship 

Night (AFFN) 

10 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

12:15p Monthly 

Meeting 

7:00p Steve 

Gothold 

Memorial 

Concert 

14 

Start Hosting 

Cold Weather 

Shelter 

10:00a 

Quiltmakers 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

15 

Cold Weather 

Shelter 

7:00a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

 

16 

Cold Weather 

Shelter 

17 

Cold Weather 

Shelter 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

18 

Cold Weather 

Shelter 

 

19 

Cold Weather 

Shelter 

20 

End Hosting 

Cold Weather 

Shelter 

12:30p Christian 

Education 

Committee 

Meeting 

21 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

22 

7:00a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

 

23 

 

24 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

25 

 

26 

5:00p Whittier 

Friends School 

Chili Cook-off 

27 

1:30p Music 

Teachers’ Assoc 

of  California 

Student Recitals 

28 

10:00a 

Quiltmakers 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

29 

7:00a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

 

30 

 

31 

1:30p 

Celebration of 

the Life of Les 

Marshall 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

February 1 

10:00a Whittier 

Regional 

Symphony 

Concert Preview 

 

 

Schedule for Sundays 

Unprogrammed Worship—8:30a 

First Day Classes—9:30 a 

Choir Rehearsal— 9:30a 

Meeting for Worship—11:00a  

January 2019 

Christopher Foley 
Barbara Fuller 
Marshall Hockett 
Barbara Koch 
Janice Lindsay 
Meredith Marshburn 

Jacob Adam 
Carlos Bailey 
Olivia Bald 
Matt Bouchard 
Mark Brickley 
Barbara Cote 

If we've missed your 

birthday, we apologize 

(and happy birthday)! 

We're working hard to 

keep our birthday 

calendar up-to-date so 

please let us know if 

we're forgetting anyone. 

Thank you! 

Norah Martinez 
Joshua Rollins 
Robert Semans 
Cedric Woirhaye 
Alli Wright 
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Family Christmas 

Dinner 2018 
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Of Water Clocks 

and Wind-Up Toys 

On the evening of November 14, Dan Wright gave 
All Friends Fellowship Night goers a new vocabulary 
word utomaton. By definition, an automaton is a 
machine that performs operations by itself. Dan 
illustrate is concept with photographs and a 
collection of his own small wooden toys. 

Dan is, as is well known, a master “mechanician.” 
He rebuilds antique automobiles, and his ingenious 
wooden hand organs were the subject of a memorable 
previous AFFN presentation. This time, Dan showed 
pictures from the automaton collection of the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington D.C. Some of 
these fascinating historical objects are useful machines 
and some are even attempts to simulate living 
creatures! 

The name automaton derives from Greek 
mythology. According to legend, the ancient Cretans  
made robot warriors shooting self-guided arrows to 
defend their island. The ancient Chinese developed an 
accurate water clock and Jacques de Vaucanson was a 
legendary French maker of automatic machines in the 
mid-1700’s. Among his many astounding automata was 
a digesting duck. Grinding up grain, the automatic duck 
metabolizes it with solutions, moves it through its 
digestive tract, and eventually excretes the residue 
(Jacques had to cheat a bit on this operation—his duck 
had a separate reservoir of excreta not actually derived 
from the grain consumed). 

The Martian Rovers are examples of very complex 
scientific automata. Dan showed illustrations of a 
daring new project underway at NASA—a robot to 
explore the surface of Venus, where the temperature is 
around 850° Fahrenheit! 

Friends were invited to operate Dan’s collection of  
clever wooden automata including a chewing cow, a 
singing bird with an air-driven voice, a magician who 
unfolds his hands to reveal a bunny, and a zany flying 
machine utilizing a propeller, an umbrella and wings—
but doesn’t actually fly. Young folks attending AFFN 
had a great time operating Dan’s mechanical toys. 

Dan handed out a list of companies that supply 
construction kits for small automatic toys. The 
assembly instructions for one of these kits inspected by 
this reporter seemed so demanding, however, that a 
person like me who doesn’t have Dan Wright’s 
phenomenal gift for things mechanical might hesitate 
before taking up the automaton hobby! 

—Bob Newton 

Once again, we were able to return to our beloved 
First Friends and see all our wonderful friends and 
First Friends family. Thank you. Seeing the youth of 
the meeting is an especially special experience for us as 
they grow and grow every year, and every one has that 
maturity and self-confidence of knowing that they are 
loved—at home, of course, but loved by the Meeting, 
too. 

Dan and Philip Wright once again created another 
masterpiece in glass for auction. We particularly 
appreciated the quatrefoil design. The four-leaf pattern 
spans the ages from Mesoamerica and the Olmec and 
Mayans, to the Gothic period in Europe. But perhaps 
most significant is its symbolism of the Cross pattern 
shaped by the four leaves. Beautiful.  

When we describe preparations for the First 
Friends Family Christmas Dinner to those outside our 
meeting, we sometimes say it’s like a “loaves and 
fishes” dinner—not because of the food (we have 
turkey, not fish of course!), but in that people show up 
to volunteer to help just when we need them. Thank you all 
so much for coming and being there at just the right 
time. So many people make the celebration a success 
— it is truly a family working together. 

Our “Turkey Team’ outdid themselves to come 
through once again with beautiful birds –along with the 
fixin’s. Ted and Mary Marshburn brought their turkeys 
surgically carved and I know Mary gets up in the wee 
hours of the morning to make sure it’s ready for us 
(thanks SO much, Mary—you and Ted always go 
waaay beyond.) Very generous! George and Carrin 
Bouchard also came through with their artfully 
prepared turkeys again this year, as well as Marilyn, Iris 
and Dave Harris, Lynda Ladwig, Dan Wright, and 
Mindy Van Dorn (nice carving, too, Mindy). It was a  
bounty, thanks to all! 

Good grief, we had astounding help in the kitchen 
this year! It’s wonderful to see everyone pitch in and do 
whatever is needed to make it all work. Everyone 
jumps in with smiles and ready hands and full hearts.  
Sarah Garland is great in the kitchen—jumps right in.  
And her boyfriend Vic was right in there, also (thanks 
for putting up with Harry’s ribbing as well, Vic.)  
Loletta is an old hand now at celery chopping, but this 
year George took it over (hope your blister from all 
that chopping healed quickly, George!). 

‘Christmas’ continued from page 1 

Continued on page 9 
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Friends General Conference—the Welcoming Friend 
Project (WFP) is one way FGC is helping meetings connect 
and learn from one another. Collaborating with 13 Monthly 
Meetings from eight Yearly Meetings, the WFP is testing 
how different meetings greet a diversity of newcomers to 
learn how newcomers enter, or not, into the heart of the 
meeting. Subsequently, the WFP will create a “best 
practices” collection of tools and resources based on these 
findings to benefit all meetings. fgc.org. 
Friends United Meeting—Dr. Robert J. Wafula, Principal 
of Friends Theological College, sends his blessings and  
hopes that we will join him in gratitude for all the ways God 
is blessing all those at FTC. Due to a high demand from 
both students and faculty, an intensive course in health and 
fitness is now being offered. Basic first aid and emergency 
CPR courses are not readily available to people there and are 
very valuable. The course takes a very holistic approach and 
helps students to assess and understand their own physical 
fitness and all the ways that our bodies interact and are a 
part of our mental, emotional and spiritual health as well. 
fum.org. 
Western Association of Friends (formerly known as 
Western Association of the Religious Society of Friends or 
WARSF—the annual meeting is February 23 at Berkeley 
Friends Meeting , in conjunction with Quaker Heritage Day 
in Berkeley. 

     On Wednesday, January 9, our 
illustrious photographer Deanna 
Woirhaye will present a number of 
her photographs on the big screen 
in Fellowship Hall, accompanied 
by Russ Litchfield on the piano. 

Deanna will also add narration for some of the photos. 
Come join us to view some interesting and beautiful 
photographs after a good dinner and time of 
fellowship. 

Potluck dinner begins at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
with the program to follow at 7 p.m. Sign up in the 
foyer to bring a main dish, salad or dessert. Drinks and 
bread will be provided. Please bring $1 per person with 
food or $3 per person if you do not bring food but will 
be joining us for dinner. There is no charge for 
children 18 or under with their parents. 

—Ted Marshburn 

Quakers in Unity 
New From Friends 
Around the World 

ALL FRIENDS 
FELLOWSHIP 
NIGHT 

‘Christmas’ continued from page 8 

And people showed up just when we needed them 
to help out – Stacy Day; Sharon, Mel and Bella Sturr; 
Dan, Lea, and Phillip Wright; Mary Marshburn; Mindy, 
Tom, Tammy and Wes van Dorn; Eleanore Petoletti; 
Marilyn’s friend Barbara and everyone else—all 
pitched in and were wonderful. (If I forgot to list your 
name, please forgive…) 

Though mentioned already, a couple of people 
deserve a special thank you. Philip Wright comes in, 
quietly takes up most grueling duties in the cleanup 
area and works tirelessly the whole time—you did it 
again, Philip, and we appreciate your help so, so much. 
And Dan calmly takes on mashed potato duties—he’s 
an MVP, as in Master Vanquisher of Potatoes. 

We must remember the junior high and high 
schoolers. Thanks for serving and tending tables, 
young Friends! 

Carrin—we love you! Your generosity, 
thoughtfulness, support, work and more, is cherished 
in our hearts. And, the gift with everyone’s good 
wishes written on it is already prominently displayed in 
our home. We have announced that we won’t be 
coordinating the Dinner next year, but we are planning 
to come and help with the celebration—we wouldn’t 
miss it. 

Once again, thanks to ALL, and thanks for 
working to make a Merry First Friends Christmas! You 
know any of you are welcome to visit us in Cambria! 
Love, joy, and the Light of the Presence to you and 
yours and may we know the promise of peace in our 
hearts, lives, and world in 2019. 

—Harry and Anne Eggleton 

Supporting Asylum 

Thanks to all who contributed personal hygiene 
products to send to Good Shepherd United Church of 
Christ in Sahuarita, Arizona, to support their work with 
immigrants seeking asylum! First Friends sent six boxes 
with razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soaps, 
shampoos, etc. that are being handed out to folks who 
arrive at the church needing shelter before leaving to 
other locations while they wait for their court date. 

The Green Valley-Sahuarita Samaritans can also 
use our help to support their humanitarian aid to 
migrants along the border. You may visit them at 
www.gvs.samaritans.org 
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Remembering Les Marshall 

Lester Ray (Les) Marshall was born and lived the 
majority of his adult life in Whittier, California.  
However, his early years were spent in North Whittier 
Heights (now Hacienda Heights). Born to Carl and 
Alta Marshall on July 19, 1923, the family including 
Lester’s two older sisters, lived on a walnut ranch 
owned by his uncle. 

He attended La Puente schools, but living on the 
ranch meant a good deal of farm-related work after 
school and throughout the summers. The years he was 
engaged in the walnut harvests, helping to care for the 
citrus groves in the area, irrigating, hoeing, hauling and 
driving a tractor were undoubtedly the origin of his 
enduring hard-work-ethic. 

Les started higher learning at Fullerton Junior 
College where he acquired an interest in machine shop 
and ran track and field. While in school, he worked at 
Douglas Aircraft in the machine shop advancing his 
technical skills, then graduated from Fullerton JC in 
1943. Soon after, he joined the Marine Corps and 
served 3 ½ years stateside during World War II as an 
aviation crew chief. 

In 1946, at an Easter Sunrise Service at the top of 
Turnbull Canyon in the hills above Whittier, he met 
Ruth Hinshaw, who became his wife just a year later. 
They were married for 71 wonderful years. Les 
returned to Santa Barbara State Teacher’s College to 
obtain his training to become an industrial arts teacher. 
He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Education and 
went on to the University of California at Santa 
Barbara, obtaining his Master’s Degree in Education. 

He taught industrial arts at the high school level in 
the Whittier Union High School District for 35 years, 
having established the industrial arts department at 
California High School in Whittier the first year the 
school opened. He served as department chairman for 
many years, in administration as a guidance counselor 
and received Industrial Arts Educator of the Year in 
1973. He taught at Cal Hi until his retirement in 1983.  

In 2015, Les and Ruth moved from their home of 
50 years in Whittier to Morningside of Fullerton and 
thoroughly enjoyed the activities offered there and the 
many wonderful new friends they made during their 
almost four years living in that retirement setting. 

In earlier years, Les 
loved backpacking in the 
High Sierras, deep sea 
fishing, scouting leadership, 
contributing to Habitat for 
Humanity in the Whittier 
area, volunteering his time 
a n d  o u t s t a n d i n g 
woodworking talents to the 
Meeting, crafting countless 
wood and metal projects 
and building mechanical 
toys for his two children 
and later, his two grandsons. 
Even in his advanced years, 
his continued thirst for 
learning led him to teach 
himself contemporary computer skills.  

Les was a man of generosity and integrity. He lived 
his life with high standards, exceptional devotion to 
family, a deep Christian faith, honesty and compassion.  
He sustained an extraordinarily positive outlook on life 
and continually saw the beauty and good in others. He 
rarely had a harsh word, and could typically be seen 
with a smile on his face. We were blessed to have had 
him as a loving husband, father, father-in-law, 
grandfather, uncle, cousin, and as a dear friend for so 
many of his 95 years.  

A service to celebrate his life will be held Thursday, 
January 31 at 1:30 pm at First Friends. 

Les’ contributions live on 
through many of his wood 

pieces that are placed 
throughout the church. 
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Remembering Jamie Quyn 

Benjamin 

Vicious short people the world over are mourning 
the loss of their spokesperson, Jamie Quyn Benjamin. 
She died peacefully and confidently, knowing that 
although she never did get taller, she was never the 
dummy in the conversation, and she never lost an 
argument with a doctor. 

Jamie loved to sing, and she did so constantly, even 
when she thought no one was listening. She had the 
pleasure of singing publicly for a few years as a 
member of the Phamaly Theatre Company in Denver, 
Colorado, and then for a few more years as a member 
of the Friends Choir here at First Friends. 

Her greatest accomplishment was having a big, 
beautiful house filled inside and out with second-hand 
cats. Her biggest regret was not being able to convince 
all her friends and loved ones to adopt animals from 
shelters instead of breeders. 

She is survived by her beloved husband Cory, her 
parents, and her brother and his children. 

In her memory, be absolutely fearless and approach 
everything with passion. Glorify the awkward, the 
imperfect, the unusual. Empower people, instead of 
trying to fix them. And stand up for yourself no matter 
how little you are, your personality can make up the 
difference. 

—Jamie Quyn Benjamin 

Jamie backstage during one of her performances with 
the Phamaly Theatre Company. 

With her husband Cory. 
This is her favorite picture. 
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Please 
remember in 

prayer 
those Friends 

unable to 
worship with 
us regularly. 

Peggy Anderson 
Carlos Bailey 

Helen & Jack Carlisle 
Rose Nedrow 

Maureen Russell 
Ann Smith 

Ami Troedsson 
Gerry Wolfe 

     Thanks to all 
who supported 
the Interfaith 
Food Center 
Toy Drive by 

bringing a new unwrapped toy 
to the Family Christmas Dinner 
or placing them in the box in 
the foyer. We took Rufus our 
Quaker Dinosaur and five large 
bags filled to the top and 
unloaded them into three 
grocery carts at the Food 
Center. 

The next stop for these toys 
was Santa’s Workshop where 
children through age 14 were to 
select a gift of their choice. 

Once again, thank you for 
your generosity and support of 
this community outreach. 


