
    

 

Volume 59, Number #1             Whittier First Friends Church                        January, 2020 

THE LIVING LIGHT 
For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 

Ephesians 5:9 

As we begin a new decade, the Mee�ng is con�nuing to envision our mission and ministries on our corner in Whi�er. 

In February, we welcome Friends from Berkeley and Bakersfield as they travel to First Friends for the Yearly Mee�ng of 

Western Associa�on of the Religious Society of Friends. Join us as we celebrate our ministries—the contribu�ons and life passions 

that we all so willingly and blessedly share. 

We invite you to think on some queries. What’s your individual ministry (or “thy” ministry in Friends’ tradi�onal plain 

language)? What is it that you most interested in doing as a vital part of our mee�ng? Is it one special thing or more than one? 

What are you currently and ac�vely doing? Is there something you aren’t doing but would like to? Is it related to fellowship, 

worship, spiritual life or social jus�ce and service? A combina�on of all or maybe something else? 

I know I’m ac�vely evalua�ng my own ministry in communica�on, crea�vity, spiritual growth and the Quaker tes�monies as 

clerk of the Communica�ons Commi2ee, convening clerk of the Envisioning Group, a member of Ministry and Counsel and my 

work towards becoming a recorded Quaker minister. I am endlessly thankful to God for the privilege of sharing what’s most 

important to me with my mee�ng family, and in constant prayer that I will have the stamina, organiza�onal skills and insight to 

keep doing it! 

I am so grateful for all of our members and a2enders who are ac�vely sharing their ministries in the form of treasure, �me and 

talents. You are a blessing to me and to all of us. Happy New Year! 

—Elisabeth Graham Elliot, Editor 

A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE CALLED TO LISTEN, GATHERED TO SEEK PEACE AND SENT FORTH TO SERVE 
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Friendly Fare by Lea Wright 

Dear Friends, January, a time for resolutions or not...a 
time for changes or not. I usually like to coast through 
the first month of the year, and then come February I 
start to think, “Oh no! Did I wait too long to plan my 
resolutions?” But you know what, it’s never too late to 
have positive input in one’s life. What are your hopes 
and dreams for the New Year?  

Friends Celebrate: On Friday, December the 13th 
Ted Marshburn celebrated his 90th birthday at home 
with 29 family members. (Ted was born on Friday the 
13th.) We saw many of these family members visiting 
at Meeting for Worship. 

Friends About Town: On January 19, the Fullerton 
Apheresis center is celebrating Tom Van Dorn 
reaching the milestone of 1100 units of platelets 
donated. The Arcade Coffee Roasters in Riverside has 
added a menu item to their weekend brunch proposed 
by and cooked to order by Weston Van Dorn. 
Deanna Woirhaye felt very honored to have earned 
first place in the photography category at the Whittier 
Art Gallery’s 7th Annual Miniature Show for her piece 
“Broken Promises” which made the cover of the 
recent poetry book “Dead Letter Box” by Terri 

Niccum. 
Elyse Woirhaye was seen marching 
in this year’s Whittier Christmas 
parade with Whittier Pride’s debut 
appearance. Dan and Milton 
Wright each drove an old car full of 
Whittier Museum dignitaries. Russ 
Litchfield directed the combined 
choirs for one of the anthems sung 
at the inter-faith Thanksgiving service at First Christian 
Church, and members of the Friends Choir had solo 
parts for another. 

Friends Visit: Bob & Sabron Newton’s son Ben, 
who lives in Maryland, spent the week leading up to 
Thanksgiving with them in Whittier. Enjoying 
California with him were his wife, Melinda, their son 
Henry, and Henry’s friendly dog Biscuit.   

School and Work: Jo Nita Beede spent a few very 
productive days at Wildwood Tofu Bar Studio with her 
producer and mentor Tom Prasada-Rao. They’ve been 
working on a recording project of her originals and will 
include some of her favorite songs that she has 
dreamed of doing for a long time. She looks forward to 
the challenge of seeing this through. We’re looking 
forward to the final outcome. 

Friends Travel: Working at Sandals Church in 
Riverside as a graphic design associate has been one of 
the greatest and most amazing things Tammy Van 
Dorn has ever gotten to be a part of. She will be 
traveling with a team of 11 young adults from Sandals 
to the Dominican Republic. They will spend ten days 
working in an orphanage there, when those children on 
on winter break from school. In addition, they will help 
with service projects, spend time with missionaries in 
the field, and fill any other needs that may present 
themselves. This trip is unique for Tammy in that it is 
her first specifically missions-led trip and her first time 
in Central America. She is excited to see what God has 
in store for her team and for the ways they get to play a 
small part in His great story. With that being said,  
please join her in prayer for her team and for the 
people of the Dominican Republic. You can follow 
Tammy on Facebook. Michael & Elisabeth Elliot 
took a road trip, first to Las Vegas for the Live Design 
International theatre technology show and to see 
Elisabeth’s cousin Will Wood, who treated them to 
house seats for Cirque de Soleil’s KA and a visit 
backstage for a look at the eye-poppingly complex 
production. Then it was on to Fresno to see a friend 
from high school (Highlanders are loyal!) and then 
Thanksgiving in San Francisco with Michael’s brothers 
Dane & Jeff and extended family. They were especially 
happy to get a Priceline deal on a downtown hotel that 
offered floor-to-ceiling views of the city. 

Friends Correspond: Greetings received from Sharon 
& Dale Rollins. They were sorry to miss the 
Christmas dinner. Dennis & Linda Upton also sent 
greetings from Blue Jay. 

Friends Holding Friends in the Light: Please keep 
Klane Robison in your prayers. He has been 
hospitalized at John C. Lincoln Medical Center in 
Phoenix for treatment. He is in good spirits and not in 
pain. Prayers too for the family and friends of Jocelyn 
Thomas who has transitioned to new life. 

Friends Sharing News: Help to keep the Friendly 
Fare going. Email me a quick note and tell me your 
news. Send to Lea at lealouw@gmail.com, or deliver to 
me at church on Sunday. See you next month!  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

1 
 

2 
7:00p Friends 
Choir Rehearsal 

3 
7:30p Beth 
Shalom Worship 

4 
 

5 
12:30p Clerks’ 
Quarterly 
Meeting 

6 
1:30p Writing 
Class 
9:00a Trustees 
Meeting 

7 
7:30a Spiritual 
Growth Group 
6:30p WFS 
Parent Meeting 

8 
6:00p All Friends 
Fellowship Night 

9 
7:00p Friends 
Choir Rehearsal 

10 
7:30p Beth 
Shalom Worship 

11 
9:00a Beth 
Shalom Worship 

12 
12:30p Monthly 
Meeting 

13 
Friendly Fare 

Deadline 
10:00a Needle 
Workers 

1:30p Writing 
Class 

14 
7:30a Spiritual 
Growth Group 
4:00p WFS 
Committee 
Meeting 

15 
Living Light 

Deadline 

10:00a Christian 
Education 
Committee 
Meeting 

16 
7:00p Friends 
Choir Rehearsal 

17 
7:30p Beth 
Shalom Worship 

18 
 

19 
 

20 MLKing Day 
Youth 
Fellowship to 
Huntington 
Library 
1:30p Writing 
Class 

21 
7:30a Spiritual 
Growth Group 
 

22 
 

23 
7:00p Friends 
Choir Rehearsal 

24 
7:30p Beth 
Shalom Worship 

25 
5:00p WFS Chili 
Cookoff 

26 
 

27 
10:00a Needle 
Workers 

1:30p Writing 
Class 

28 
7:30a Spiritual 
Growth Group 
7:00p Ministry & 
Counsel Meeting 

29 
 

30 
7:00p Friends 
Choir Rehearsal 

31 
Youth 
Fellowship Snow 
Camp 
7:30p Beth 
Shalom Worship 

 
 

Schedule for Sundays 

Unprogrammed Worship—8:30a 

First Day Classes—9:30 a 

Friends Choir Rehearsal—9:30a 

Meeting for Worship—11:00a  

January 2020 

Barbara Fuller 
Marshall Hockett 
Barbara Koch 
Janice Lindsay 
Meredith 
Marshburn 

Jacob Adam 
Olivia Bald 
Matt Bouchard 
Mark Brickley 
Barbara Cote 
Chris Foley 

If we've missed your 

birthday, we apologize 

(and happy birthday)! 

We're working hard to 

keep our birthday 

calendar up-to-date so 

please let us know if 

we're forgetting 

anyone. 

Thank you! 

Norah Martinez 
Joshua Rollins 
Bob Semans 
Natalie Weitkamp 
Cedric Woirhaye 
Alli Wright 



     Thank you to the many people who 
supported the youth through our 
candy sale at the Family and Friends 
Christmas Dinner and to Ellie Bewley 
whose winning bid enabled her to take 
home the beautiful stained glass 
Christmas tree, complete with lighting, 
created by Dan Wright of D & L 
Stained Glass. Our net total for the 
candy sale and auction was $868. 

Yeah!!! One half of these funds ($434) will be donated 
to Dig Deep Human Rights Organization that is 
working to make sure every home in America has clean 
running water available. The balance will go to help 
with our youth fellowship programs.  

On January 20,, the Young 
Friends and Junior High 
Fellowships will explore the 
Huntington Library, Art 
Collections, and Botanical 
Gardens with our friends 
Bob and Sabron Newton. 
Bob and Sabron have 
enjoyed the Huntington 
Library and its gardens for 
many years and have 
generously offered to share 
this experience with our 

youth. We look forward to many more shared 
experiences with you and others in the Meeting in 
2020. 

Whittier Friends School enjoyed some hands-on 
scientific inquiry in December when we were presented 
with a giant pumpkin from the Marshburn estate. Our 
children decided as a class what scientific question they 
would like to answer using this pumpkin, settling on 
“how big is this pumpkin?” In groups, the children 
determined the circumference (3 feet, 3 inches), the 
length of the stem (15 inches), the weight (23 pounds, 
4 ounces), and the number of seeds (which was still 
being counted at press time, as it was well over a 
hundred). Throughout the experiment, the children 
had to problem-solve ways of measuring when they did 
not have the right tools. One problem was having only 
straight rulers, so they used string to wrap around the 
pumpkin and then measured the string. Another 
problem was a scale 
that only measured up 
to 11 pounds, so they 
measured the pumpkin 
in large chunks and 
added the smaller 
weights together. The 
children were all able to 
practice hands-on math 
and science skills that 
are only truly possible 
in a small group setting. 
T h a n k s  f o r  t h e 
pumpkin, Mary and Ted 
Marshburn! 

Coming up in January, save the date for Whittier 
Friends School’s annual chili cook-off! Saturday, 
January 25 at 5:00 p.m., we look forward to tasting chili 
from families and friends, and then celebrating the 
crowd-chosen winner! We will also enjoy seeing the 
children dress in costumes inspired by books they 
enjoyed reading. Come in costume to get an extra 
voting ticket! 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
News from 

Whittier Friends School 
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The Facing Bench 
Welcome to 2020. It’s a 

strange number, a balanced 
number, an interesting number, 
and one many of us thought was 
far in the future. Well the future 
is here! The year will bring 
strange, interesting, and hopefully 
balanced experiences. As I look 
to the year ahead there is already 
plenty on our calendars. A new 
type of Western Association meeting, a visit from 
Earlham School of Religion shared with the 
community, a pastor’s sabbatical, and of course the 
impeachment trial and impending election season, both 
of which impinge on every moment of our news day. 
Each of these, and many more events will invite and 
allow us to experience and participate in something 
different in our meeting and our lives. 

But as we plan, implement and participate, I invite 
us also to seek answers to the queries: Where is God in 
this? What is the Spirit saying to me? How am I called 
to learn, grow and take action? In the midst of fun, 
busy, worrisome or scary times, we know intellectually 
God is always present. But when we stop and ask the 
question, we allow our spirits to actively invite and 
acknowledge God’s presence in us, others and in the 
moment. When we ask what the Spirit is saying, we are 
reminded to stop, and truly listen. When we challenge 
ourselves to be open to learning, growing and taking 
action, we become participants not just in our own 
progress; we also take on our responsibility as co-
creators with God and each other. We co- create the 
wonder of the universe in this time through deeper 
relationships and knowledge, as well as building 
possibilities for creating the Beloved Community in the 
future.  

A fact of life is that things continue to progress and 
we all change, our relationships change, our meeting, 
community and world change. God is always present 
and changing to present new possibilities for love, 
light, peace, hope, compassion, joy, beauty… when we 
are aware, connected, intentionally present, and ask the 
questions, change can become a time for us to 
experience transformation. 

This Month in Meeting for Worship 

January 5 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Adventure in God 

January 12 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Inter-Everything 

 Psalm 148:1-12, Colossians 1:15-17 

January 19 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Value in All 

 Matthew 13:31-32, Matthew 6: 26-33, 
selected 

January 26 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Never Alone 

 Matthew 25:34-40, Zephaniah 3:17, 
Lamentations 3:22-23 

 Lamentations 3:22-23, John 3:8, Isaiah 
43:19, Joshua 1:9 

We welcome and encourage your comments 
as well as your contributions and photos 

for inclusion in The Living Light. 
Kindly send your email to Elisabeth Elliot 

at communiquaker@gmail.com. 

    At Monthly Meeting for 
December on December 8, we 
approved the 2020 budget and 
committee clerks and members. 
We are still looking to fill 
vacancies on Ministry and Counsel 

and Business and Finance committees. Thanks to all 
Friends who have given so generously this year and 
enabled the Meeting to stay healthy financially this year. 
We approved property improvements and equipment 
replacements from the designated fund. It was reported 
that Temple Beth Shalom is as happy to be sharing our 
property as we are! We approved Loletta Barrett as our 
spokesperson on homelessness. We are continuing to 
address issues with neighborhood traffic as a result of 
the Good Shephard Church building demolition and 
Washington Avenue closure  

Monthly Meeting for January is January 12 at rise 
of meeting.  
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Friends United Meeting—“Every time I return from 
a trip to Cuba, my heart and Spirit feel reignited with 
hope,” writes Janine Saxton, who recently visited as 
part of FUM’s Living Letters ministry. “Daily life feels 
pastel compared to the vivid, colorful experiences here. 
Despite a lack of everyday resources that we take for 
granted in this country (medicine, fresh vegetables, 
household supplies, toiletries, cement, toilet paper etc), 
their worship services and friendly conversations 
overflow with abundance. Similar to the early church 
described in the book of Acts, Cubans live under 
military occupation. Yet in our Living Letters trips we 
never observe resentment or anger. On the contrary: 
joy, love, compassion and gratitude lift Cuban Quakers 
above their difficult circumstances and enable them to 
live fully with very little. I return home wanting to 
reconnect with my community in a way that anchors 
me, uses me, sustains me and binds us all together as 
God’s family. I am weary of pastel living. I long for big 
splashes of color across the canvas of our life 
together—the golden saffron of gratitude, the deep 
indigo of peace and the sparkling crimson of joy. 
Thank you, Friends in Cuba, for kindling the fire of 
hope within me again.” fum.org. 

Quakers in Unity 
New From Friends 
Around the World 

I was able to experience God in the beauty in New 
Mexico. 

—Margarita Vargas 

I was struck by the beauty of nature’s ability to 
create such wonders, from the permanent ice cave to 
the lichen on the rocks getting the bare amount of sun 
to survive. 

—Anathea Woirhaye 
Before me peaceful, behind me peaceful, under me 

peaceful, over me peaceful, all around me peaceful. 
—Navajo proverb, as shared by Candice Ryder 

I felt humbled and honored when, upon arriving at 
a home on the reservation to simply observe a routine 
water delivery, the family of the 87-year-old resident in 
hospice care invited us into her home. We prayed a 
little and listened a lot as her story unfolded.  

Reina had been active until only three months ago. 
She had been a sheep-herder with no opportunity for 
education as a child, and was married to another sheep-
herder for 64 years until his death nine years ago. They 
raised four children in the home we were visiting and 
refused to go to her daughter’s house to be cared for 
because she wanted to be at home. The love and joy of 
family was palpable in that modest place from the 
pictures on the walls and refrigerator to the devoted 
family members surrounding her. She cherishes her 
grandchildren and we were told she asks for them 
frequently. She told us she feels like she raised her kids 
with love and God and now it is up to them to carry it 
forward.  

A Mission to New Mexico Part 3 
This summer, 18 Friends went on the mission trip 

to New Mexico: 16 by train and two by car. They were 
all invited to present reflections on the trip. They were 
asked to take photos and share scripture, poetry, and 
other written sources or write their own to share. 

Some queries were offered: 
Where did you see or experience God, Spirit, 

kindness, compassion, nature, friendship? 
What did you learn about yourself, friends, faith, 

God, the people you met, the earth, traveling etc. 
Were you changed? In what way? 
What memory or learning did you take with you? 
What is the purpose of mission or service? How 

can it effectively engage and create community? 
What other queries come to you? 
We shared parts one and two of these reflections in 

the September and October issues of The Living Light. 
This concludes the series. 

Words cannot describe the mixture of emotions in 
that room as we listened to her daughter share her 
story, but as we filed out, I knew that even though we 
were very far from home, we were in the place we were 
meant to be in that moment. Now, when I run the tap 
or water the plants, I will be reminded of the gentle, 
generous, kind, and loving people of the Navajo Nation 
who, despite living without a lot of resources, have life 
rich with love and blessings. As another Navajo 
proverb says, “Be still and the earth will speak to you.” 

—Candice Ryder 
The most compelling parts of the trip for me was 

the fellowship with the other people in the group, and 
with the people we worked with and visited on the 
water truck. Being a servant for the good of others was 
humbling and rewarding. 

—Brendon Woirhaye 

Continued next column 
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Earlham School of Religion To 
Bring Transgender Workshop 

Transgender people have often seen their 
relationship with God crumble under the pressure of 
religious traditionalism. Many people wrestle with what 
the Bible actually says about their transgender loved 
ones, which can damper the affirmation extended to 
them. And while it’s true that the Bible doesn’t directly 
address the transgender experience, there is generous 
cause for hope and affirmation in its pages. 

On Saturday, March 29, Earlham School of 
Religion graduates and current staff members Brent 
Walsh and Aril Vanlonden will bring their compelling 
workshop “Transgender and the Bible: Picking Up the 
Pieces” to our meeting and the Whittier community. 

A wide assortment of queries will be presented as 
we explore the Genesis creation narrative, the 
similarities and differences ancient and modern 
transgender people share., and discover the kinship 
they share in an unexpected Old Testament story. 

Further discussion will concentrate on how society 
defends its religious territory and ways we can work to 
collect the broken pieces caused by living too long on 
the defense. 

Brent was raised as a female in a conservative 
family and has struggled with the religious 
ramifications that come with being gay and Christian. 
Aril is a therapist and recorded Quaker minister. 

The workshop is being co-presented by First 
Friends and ESR and is open to the public. All 
members and attenders are encouraged to invite 
interested friends to join us.  

Welcome Organists! 
The Friends Choir will host the Long Beach 

Chapter of the American Guild of Organists for a 
hymn service, Spirit, Sound and Silence, on Tuesday, 
January 8, at 8 p.m. in the Meeting House. 

The service will feature organ works as well as 
anthems by the Friends Choir and an assortment of 
hymns representing Quaker testimonies and 
sensibilities. LBCAGO members will gather for their 
regular chapter dinner meeting prior to the service. 

Come lend your voice to the hymn singing and 
hang out with some friendly organists! 

     High mountains, coastlines, 
desert, apricots, oranges, dates and 
avocados. Are we in California? Not 
quite. It is actually Morocco with 
some similarities but also some great 

contrasts to California which made this an 
extraordinary trip. Please join us on Wednesday, 
January 8 when Kathy O’Brien Marin shares her 
insights into the rich artistic and cultural history of this 
fascinating country. 

Potluck dinner begins at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
with the program to follow at 7 p.m. Sign up in the 
foyer to bring a main dish, salad or dessert. Drinks and 
bread will be provided. Please bring $1 per person with 
food or $3 per person if you do not bring food but will 
be joining us for dinner. There is no charge for 
children 18 and under with their parents. All are 
welcome. Please come and enjoy the food, fellowship 
and program. 

—Ted Marshburn 

ALL FRIENDS 
FELLOWSHIP 
NIGHT 

On Our Calendar... 

Young Friends Fellowship Snow Camp January 31—
February 2 

Friends Committee on National 
Legislation Spring Lobby Weekend 

March 28—31 

Shelter’s Right Hand 5K Walk April 25 

Friends United Meeting Triennial in 
Kisumu, Kenya 

July 

Yearly Meeting of the Western Association 
of the Religious Society of Friends 
A Celebration of Ministries 

February 29 

Transgender Workshop presented by 
Earlham School of Religion 

March 28 

The Friends Choir and guest musicians shared “The 
Childhood of Jesus” by Johann Christoph Friedrich 

Bach in Meeting for Worship in December. 
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Take a Leap of Faith and Save the Date 
Saturday, February 29 

The Yearly Meeting of the 
Western Association of the Religious Society of Friends 

It’s a Quaker gathering! We’re ge�ng together with our Friends from 

Berkeley Friends Church and Bakersfield worship group for a day of 

worship sharing, music, inspiring conversa�on, service projects, 

wonderful food and lively ac�vi�es for all ages. 

Let’s deepen our spiritual life, unite our mee�ngs and share each other’s 

ministries and life passions! 


