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A Time to Gather and Share 

First Friends is part of the Western Association of 
the Religious Society of Friends, also known as 
WARSF, an organization created by members of our 
own Meeting. We’re a small community, made up of 
just three meetings—Berkeley Friends Church, 
Bakersfield Worship Group and us. Yes, we know 
that WARSF is kind of a weird acronym for people of 
peace, but we are clearly greater than just a few letters. 
Each year, we gather with our fellow WARSF 
members for our annual reporting of the work of our 
combined meetings. 

This year, we’re doing something a little different. 
Our Meeting has a rich history of yearly meetings 

going back to our days as the founding church of 
California Yearly Meeting. And although many 
Friends have been led in separate directions over the 
years, we felt it was time to return to the tradition. 

Since the joining of WARSF, we’ve hosted the 
annual meeting every other year, usually combining 
the business meeting with an event such as Quaker 
Forum. But what if we were able to bind these two 
events together? 

The Yearly Meeting of the Western Association of 
the Religious Society of Friends on Saturday, February 
29, is a combination of many spiritual elements. It will 
blend the necessary business items with the informative 
enjoyment of an All Friends Fellowship Night, the 
spiritual uplift of worship sharing and the service 
opportunities of a mission project, all in the spirit of 
collaboration and spiritual growth. 

We’ll have some rich discussions of social issues 
and share the individual and blessedly diverse ministries 
of many Friends from both Whittier and Berkeley. 
From creative expression to faith in action, the day 
promises to be a rich experience for all. 

The Yearly Meeting offers programming for all 
ages, including a separate session for children full of 
activities, worship and sharing, along with 
multigenerational time. Participants from Berkeley will 
include WARSF clerk Keith Barton and pastor Micah 
Bales and his family. Micah will also bring the message 
in Meeting for Worship on Sunday, March 1. 

The day begins at 8:15 a.m. with breakfast and 
fellowship followed by morning presentations, group 
discussions and worship. Lunch will be a soup-and-
sandwich potluck. The day will come to a sweet 
conclusion with dessert at 4:00 p.m. 

Members of neighboring Friends meetings are also 
invited to join us as topics and conversations will be of 
interest to all Quakers. 

Watch for sign-up sheets in the foyer as we prepare 
for a wonderful gathering of western Friends. 

THE LIVING LIGHT 
For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 

Ephesians 5:9 

A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE CALLED TO LISTEN, GATHERED TO SEEK PEACE AND SENT FORTH TO SERVE 

YEARLY MEETING 
February 29, 2020 
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Friendly Fare by Lea Wright 

Dear Friends, 2020! I don’t know about you, but I’m 
still adjusting to writing that date. Truly, I remember 
when we thought 2000 would never get here. And how 
would we survive “Y2K”?! So much has happened in 
those 20 years. Here’s my quick synopsis. Dan & I 
have gotten our kids through high school and college. 
Our son Philip works at the stained glass shop with 
Dan. Our daughter Cassie is married and we have two 
awesome grandkids, Landon & Avalon. I enjoy 
delicious Kettle Korn from my son-in-law, Steven. I 
have adjusted to working part time (at the church and 
at Whittier Friends School) allowing me to work under 
the guidance of Cassie, who is now the Whittier 
Friends School director, and I get to see those 
awesome grandkids almost every day. Maybe I’m in pre
-retirement mode. The craziest thing of all? I’ve been 
writing the Friendly Fare column for more than ten 
years. So here is me reaching out for you all to share 
your news with me so I can share with all of our 
F(f)riends.  

Friends Celebrate: Prayers of gratitude and joy for the 
safe arrival of Madelyn James Garland and Jackson 
James Garland, on Saturday December 28. They are 
twins of James & Andrea Garland and grandchildren 
of Pat Garland. 

Friends About Town: Dan & Lea Wright and Milt 
& Donna Wright, and Cassie, Steven, Landon and 
Avalon Caringella went on the horseless carriage 
annual motor excursion and gathering in Arcadia and 
traveled through Sierra Madre, Pasadena, San Marino 
and Altadena before finishing at Clearman’s North 
Woods Inn for lunch  The requirement for this event is 
a car older than 1932, and there were 300 such cars 
participating in this event. Iris Harris was awarded 
First Prize at the Whittier Art Gallery and second prize 
at the Santa Fe Springs Art Fest.  

Friends Travel: Dave & Ginger Matera Edinger 
flew to Portland OR for a Matera family reunion. Susie 
Edinger Marshall and her daughters, Nancy and 
Elizabeth, drove from northern California to 
Bellingham WA to visit Linda Edinger Flournoy. 
They all met for lunch and took this photo.  

School and Work: Russ Litchfield presented a 
program of new organ music for the Long Beach 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists on 
January 7 at Bay Shore Community Church. The next 
day he drove to San Diego to turn pages for Linda 
Brown, director of Chorale Bel Canto, who gave a 
fabulous organ recital at First United Methodist 
Church, a church he sang in when he was just out of 
high school. 

Friends Correspond: It was really nice to hear from 
Ami Troedsson now that she’s all settled in to her 
new home in Oregon. 

Friends Sharing News: Help to keep the Friendly 
Fare going. Email me a quick note and tell me your 
news. Send to Lea at lealouw@gmail.com, or deliver to 
me at church on Sunday. Even better, remember to 
take your Living Light with you and help continue our 
tradition: “The Living Light Travels.”  (Remember, your 
submissions are welcome and needed.) See you next 
month!  
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The Facing Bench 
I ran into a woman the other 

day. I mean literally. Not with my 
car. With my body. Me coming 
down the hallway, her walking 
around the corner. Boom! 
Physics proved two bodies 
cannot occupy the same space  
time, and when two moving 
bodies collide they keep moving! 
Before we both ended up on the 
floor, I followed an impulse to lean in, hold on and hug 
her. With a surprised laugh I said, “Oh thanks, I 
needed that hug!” She laughed, hugged me back and 
apologized. I said, “It was a wonderful way to get to 
meet you.” We both went on our way laughing joyfully. 
It was a wondrous moment. And it was an answer to 
prayer. 

I get discouraged when people come into my life 
and then go. I wish I had more time and deeper, more 
intimate conversations with them, and regret that we 
get too busy with our lives. I had just asked God the 
night before to help me to draw more people into my 
life and create more connections. When I told my 
spiritual director all of this, she mentioned an 
anonymous poem.  

The poem is about people who come into our lives 
for a “Reason, Season, or Lifetime.” It says, “Lifetime 
relationships teach lifetime lessons; things you must 
build upon in order to have a solid emotional 
foundation. Some people come into your life for a 
season, because your turn has come to share, grow or 
learn. When someone is in your life for a reason, it is 
usually to meet a need you have expressed or just felt. 
They come to assist …provide guidance and support… 
physically, emotionally or spiritually. Then, suddenly, 
the person disappears from your life. Your need has 
been met; their work is done.” 

God answered my prayer to bring more people into 
my life with a bang! The woman I ran into was there 
for a reason. She brought me, we brought each other, a 
hug, a laugh and a wondrous sense of joy. Then she 
disappeared. But, for that one special moment I am so 
glad I leaned in and held on. 

This Month in Meeting for Worship 

February 2 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Being Foolish 

 Micah 6: 1-8 and I Corinthians 1: 18-31 

February 9 Youth Sunday 
The Light Within 

 Matthew 5: 15-16 

February 16 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Good Intentions 

 Matthew 5: 21-37 

February 23 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
How Many Ways 

 Leviticus 19: 1-4a, 9-18; Matthew 5: 38-48 

March 1 Micah Bales brings the message 

A Gospel of Hope 

 Ephesians 6: 10-13 

We welcome and encourage your comments 
as well as your contributions and photos 

for inclusion in The Living Light. 
Kindly send your email to Elisabeth Elliot 

at communiquaker@gmail.com. 

     At Monthly Meeting for 
January on January 12, we 
discussed an unseasoned concern 
from Darrel Warren concerning 
the treatment of immigrants at 

detention centers.  Friends are invited to accompany 
Darrel to a facility in Fresno sponsored by the Catholic 
Church. Business and Finance reported that our 
investments are doing very well. Ideas for improving 
cash flow and significant giving disbursement continue 
to be discussed. Our summer mission will return to 
New Mexico this year to work on water projects with 
Dig Deep. A date will be set pending the schedules of 
those interested in going on the trip. 

Monthly Meeting for February will be at rise of 
meeting on Sunday, February 9. 

Lynda Ladwig Announces Retirement 
Our associate pastor and Christian Eductaion 

coordinator has announced her intention to retire from 
her position by the end of the year. Lynda and Mike 
recently downsized and moved to a new home in 
Menifee.  

Details about this momentous event for the 
Ladwigs as well as the Meeting will be discussed in the 
coming months. May the Light shine on us all! 

Quaker Youth to Visit 
We welcome the youth of Orange Grove Meeting 

in Pasadena to Meeting for Worship on Sunday, 
February 16. 
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     Thank you to the many people who 
supported the youth through our 
candy sale at the Family and Friends 
Christmas Dinner and to Ellie Bewley 
whose winning bid enabled her to take 
home the beautiful stained glass 
Christmas tree, complete with lighting, 
created by Dan Wright of D & L 
Stained Glass. Our net total for the 
candy sale and auction was $868. 

Yeah!!! One half of these funds ($434) will be donated 
to Dig Deep, the human rights organization that is 
working to make sure every home in America has 
clean, running water available. The balance will go to 
help with our youth fellowship programs.  

On January 20, the Young Friends and Junior High 
Fellowships explored the Huntington Library, Art 
Collections, and Botanical Gardens with our friends 
Bob and Sabron Newton—and many other Friends in 
tow! Bob and Sabron have enjoyed the Huntington 
Library and its gardens for many years and generously 
offered to share this experience with our youth. We 
look forward to more shared  experiences with you and 
others in the Meeting during 2020. 

—Lynda Ladwig 

With a new year comes many new learning 
opportunities for our Whittier Friends School students! 
We enjoyed Shannon Center Outreach performances at 
Whittier College in January. These previews of evening 
shows have allowed our students to experience the 
amazing talents of several musicians, including guitarist 
and singer Muriel Anderson and the L.A. Opera. 
Children who attend the outreach are also invited to 
attend the evening performances with their families at a 
discounted ticket price. 

Students in fourth grade and above are excited to 
have begun their preparations for National History 
Day later this spring. We are now in our 8th year 
participating in NHD and it has been an excellent way 
to cultivate an interest in history among our students, 
while also giving them opportunities in necessary 
research and presentation skills. We are looking 
forward to seeing their final projects addressing the 
theme “Breaking Barriers in History” in March. 

Younger students 
have been enjoying 
learning about our 
solar system and 
beyond, and can tell 
you many fun facts 
about outer space. All 
students have been 
en joy ing  week ly 
cooking activities. 

Our students also 
performed songs and 
dressed up as a 
favorite character 
from literature for our 
annual Chili Cookoff 
on Saturday, January 
25. 

Saturday, February 8 is a parent work day from 
9:00 a.m. to noon at the school to give our campus an 
early spring cleaning. We are looking forward to a busy 
and productive February! 

—Marielle Askew  

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP News from 
Whittier Friends School 

 

Diane Wemmerus and Barbara Healey-Sprague needed 
no prodding to stop and smell the roses during the 

Youth Fellowship visit to the Huntington. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

 

2 

 

3 

9:00a Trustees 

Committee 

Meeting 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

4 

7:30a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

6:30p WFS 

Parent Meeting 

5 

10:00a Business 

& Finance 

Committee 

Meeting 

6 

7:00p Friends 

Choir Rehearsal 

7 

10:00a Whittier 

Regional 

Symphony 

Concert Preview 

7:30p Beth 

Shalom Worship 

8 

9:00a WFS 

Family Work 

Day at WFS 

9 

12:30p Monthly 

Meeting 

10 

10:00a Needle 

Workers 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

11 

7:30a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

4:00p WFS 

Committee 

Meeting 

12 

6:00p AFFN 

13 

Friendly Fare 

Deadline 

7:00p Friends 

Choir Rehearsal 

14 

7:30p Beth 

Shalom Worship 

15 

Living Light 

Deadline 

9:00a Beth 

Shalom 

Breakfast & 

Worship 

16 

12:30p Music 

Committee 

Meeting 

17 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

18 

7:30a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

 

19 

10:00a Christian 

Education 

Committee 

Meeting 

1:00p 

Envisioning 

Group Meeting 

20 

7:00p Friends 

Choir Rehearsal 

21 

7:30p Beth 

Shalom Worship 

22 

 

23 

12:30p Outreach 

Committee 

Meeting 

12:30p FCNL 

Priorities 

Workshop 

24 

10:00a Needle 

Workers 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

25 

7:30a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

7:00p Ministry 

& Council 

Meeting 

26 

Living Light 

Folding 

27 

7:00p Friends 

Choir Rehearsal 

28 

7:30p Beth 

Shalom Worship 

29 

8:15a WARSF 

Yearly Meeting 

Schedule for Sundays 

Unprogrammed Worship—8:30a 

First Day Classes—9:30a 

Friends Choir Rehearsal—9:30a 

Meeting for Worship—11:00a  

February 2020 

Danielle Bald 
Ward Bates 
Don Carty 
Caroline Foley 
Sarah Garland 
Mary Marshburn 

If we've missed your 

birthday, we apologize 

(and happy birthday)! 

We're working hard to 

keep our birthday 

calendar up-to-date so 

please let us know if 

we're forgetting 

anyone. 

Thank you! 

Melissa Sue Mendoza 
Elyse Woirhaye 
Betsy Wood 
Donna Wright 
Karlene Wright 
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Russ’ Reflections 
Hymns shape our belief. 

      Our office administrator 
Mary Boltz keeps hymn use 
statistics and it is interesting to 
review what we sing in worship 
from time to time, especially the 
hymns we use most frequently. 
Here are the Top Seven (in 

frequency) from our hymnal that we have sung since 
2003 (16 years). The number in parentheses is the 
number of times we have sung it. This does not count 
the songs we have sung from a printed bulletin insert, 
which are many. 

#426 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (25 
times). 

#710 We Are Called to Be God’s People (22). 
#51 God, You Spin the Whirling Planets (20) 
#539 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (19). 
#133 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (16). 
#574 Lord, Speak to Me (15). 
#644 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending (15). 
Two of these are sung to the tune Beach Spring. 

Only two of them are what I would call “old hymns.” 
All but one are concerned with taking action in service 
and justice to others.  

The next group we have sung 14 times. 
#146 Joy to the World 
#379 For the Fruit of All Creation 
#507I Then Shall Live 
#558 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, 
#718  Stir Your Church, O God, Our Father 
#720 Christ, Whose Purpose Is to Kindle. 
Of these, only #146 and #558 are what I would 

term traditional texts. One was penned by a Quaker. 
#720. The themes of service and justice are present in 
most of them. 

I encourage you to study the hymns we sing in 
worship. They express ideas of substance. They shape 
our theology and our practice as Quaker Christians. 
They help to unite us in worship. What patterns do you 
see in our hymn-singing? Which of these hymns speaks 
to your condition most strongly? Do these hymns 
reflect who we are as a meeting? 

Let us continue to “sing unto the Lord a new 
song.” 

J. B���� B	

 R����� �� W�	��	��! 
You’re Invited to a 

Are you living an abundant life? 

Many of us middle class North Americans are living the 

abundance life, rather than an abundant life—and there’s a 

significant difference between the two. In his new book, 

Quaker author J. Brent Bill posits that an abundant life is found 

in four essen'al ideals that can guide us into the life we desire 

if we learn to incorporate them into our daily lives. 

Brent’s book “Sacred Compass” is currently being studied in 

our Mee'ngs for Learning on Sunday mornings and we are 

thrilled to welcome him in person to read from his new book. 

“One of the best Faith and Prac�ce books of 2019.” 

—Englewood Review of Books 

Bring your copies for signing or purchase that night. 

7:00 p.m. 

13205 Philadelphia Street 

on the corner of Washington and Philadelphia 

in historic uptown Whi8er  

562.698.9805 

firs<riendswhi8er@verizon.net 

Visit us at www.firs<riendswhi8er.org and on Facebook 

WHITTIER FIRST FRIENDS CHURCH 
A QUAKER MEETING 
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Going southward across the Lesser Atlas 
mountains, Kathy’s caravan arrived at Erfoud on the 
edge of the Sahara Desert. Kathy’s photos showed 
great wind-rippled sand dunes without a trace of 
vegetation. Erfoud is the center of one of Morocco’s 
important export industries—would you believe 
fossils? Polished slabs of 100-milion-year-old marble 
made up of the shells of ornate mollusks called 
ammonites are prized the world over by collectors and 
as art objects. 

Heading back, Kathy’s party stopped in at some of 
the studios of Morocco’s burgeoning movie industry at 
Quazarate. Thence over the scenic High Atlas to the 
historic city of Marrakesh and on to Casablanca, and 
home. 

Fellowshippers await with anticipation Kathy’s next 
voyage of adventure, to Antarctica. 

Mary Marshburn’s giant baked Argonaut squash 
was the centerpiece of a superb pre-program potluck 
supper. 

—Bob Newton 

     On Wednesday, February 12, 
Karen Frey will bring a program 
on “Women of the Civil War.”  
She will portray a famous woman 
from the Confederacy and one 
from the Union. This interesting 

program will briefly take us back to Civil War time. 
Potluck dinner begins at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

with the program to follow at 7 p.m. Sign up in the 
meeting house foyer to bring a main dish, salad or 
dessert. Drinks and bread will be provided. Please 
bring $1 per person with food or $3 per person if you 
do not bring food but will be joining us for dinner. 
There is no charge for children 18 and under with their 
parents. All are welcome. Please come and enjoy the 
food, fellowship and program. 

—Ted Marshburn 

ALL FRIENDS 
FELLOWSHIP 
NIGHT 

To Fez and Back in One Hour 
World traveler Kathy Marin reported on her recent 

tour of Morocco at All Friends Fellowship Night on 
January 8. Her extraordinary photography did justice to 
the spectacular scenery, quaint cities and exquisite arts 
and crafts of that country in northwest Africa. 

Kathy’s presentation summarized the complex 
history and cultures of Morocco. The indigenous 
Berber people, constituting 40% of the present 
population, have farmed the temperate coastal and 
mountain regions for thousands of years. The region 
was occupied in ancient times by Carthaginians and 
Romans. Starting in Medieval times, Islamic culture 
gradually became dominant. This trend was enhanced 
by a flood of Moors who were evicted from Spain in 
1492. The influence of Western Europe is also present, 
resulting from the French occupation in the first half 
of the 20th century. Kathy’s dramatic pictures showed 
stark ancient ruins, beautiful Arab mosques and super-
modern French hotels. 

The tour group went northward from Casablanca, 
their point of entry, by bus and van to Tangier on the 
Strait of Gibraltar. The coast of Spain, only eight miles 
across the water, was visible in Kathy’s pictures. The 
Kasbah of Tangier is an old military citadel full of 
interesting museums and architectural sites. 

The legendary city of Fez is a complex of historical 
Medieval and modern commercial components. The 
old city, or “Medina”, is a labyrinth of some 9000 
alleyways, many too narrow for even the pack animals 
that remain the delivery system of the old city. The 
“Souk”, or marketplace, features displays of the 
beautiful ceramics, weaving and leatherwork for which 
Morocco is famous. 

On Our Calendar... 

Friends Committee on National 
Legislation Spring Lobby Weekend 

March 28—31 

Transgender Workshop presented 
by Earlham School of Religion 

March 28 

Shelter’s Right Hand 5K Walk April 25 

Friends United Meeting Triennial 
Kisumu, Kenya 

July 

Meeting for Reading 
with J. Brent Bill 

March 25 

New Century Singers 
Spring Concert 

May 17 

Election Day March 3 

Election Day November 3 

Friends Committee on National 
Legislation Annual Meeting 

November 12-15 

World Quaker Day October 3 

Friends and Family 
Christmas Dinner 

December 13 

Whittier Friends School 
Science Fair and Open House 

March 3 
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Our hearts are full!  
The Family and Friends Christmas Dinner was 

wonderful and there are so many people to thank. 
First, we would like to thank Anne and Harry 

Eggleton for their many years preparing the wonderful 
Christmas dinner for our meeting. Their expertise and 
organizational skills were greatly appreciated as we 
began our new role as overseer of prepping and 
preparing the holiday feast. 

The kitchen got its annual workout once again as 
the crew assembled for the feast. Special thanks to 
those who help make this event successful. Saturday 
helpers Harry and Anne Eggleton, Loletta Barrett and 
Nancy Cramer; Sunday helpers Harry & Anne 
Eggelton, Stacy Day, Marilyn Fant and her friend 
Barbara, Lea and Dan Wright, Philip Wright, Sharon 
Sturr, Bella Sturr, Matthew and Kim Bouchard, Liz 
Ellis, Elinore Petoletti and the youth who served the 
meals to our guests. 

The camaraderie and teamwork were ever present 
in preparing the traditional dinner of roast turkey with 
all the trimmings. There were many laughs, good and 
bad jokes and some sore backs as well. Of course, they 
could not have done it without the gracious donation 
of turkeys from several members and attenders of the 
Meeting. We would like to thank all those who donated 
and/or cooked turkeys for this year’s feast. To once 
again make the celebration complete, Dan Wright 
outdid himself with another amazing stained glass 
creation for our auction. To make the evening even 
more festive, we were all entertained by the students of 
Whittier Friends School with their production of “How 
the Grinch FOUND Christmas.” 

—George and Carrin Bouchard 

Presenting our 2020 Committees 
Clerk of Monthly Mee'ng: Deanna Woirhaye 

Assistant Clerk: Ellie Bewley 

Recording Clerk: (open posi'on) 

Assistant Recording Clerk: Lea Wright 

Business & Finance 

Clerk: Brendon Woirhaye  

Pat Garland, Bob Secord, Carrin Bouchard, one open posi'on) 

Chris�an Educa�on 

Clerk: Marilyn Fant  

Alene Burke, Vikki Kendrick, Lynda Ladwig, Darrell Warren 

Library Volunteers:  Milton Wright, Barbara Cote 

Communica�ons 

Clerk:  Elisabeth Elliot 

Russ Litchfield, Bob Newton, Katerina Ryder, Lea Wright 

Fellowship 

Clerk: Lea Wright    

Cassie Caringella, Lynda Ladwig 

Decora'ng: Jo Nita Beede, Lynda Ladwig, Mary Marshburn, 

Donna Wright 

All Friends Fellowship Night: Ted and Mary Marshburn 

Kitchen:  George and Carrin Bouchard 

Recep'ons: Liz Ellis, Mary Marshburn 

Ushers:  Ted Marshburn, Tom Purkiss, Mel Sturr, the Woirhaye 

Family, one open posi'on. 

Coffee Hour: Jack and Sharon Huffaker 

Ministry & Counsel 

Clerk: Jo Nita Beede 

Elisabeth Elliot, Tom Purkiss, Candice Ryder, one open posi'on.  

Music 

Clerk:  Lou Secord  

Michael Elliot, Margret Nagy, Jean Sponsler, Mindy Van Dorn, 

Diane Wemmerus 

Nomina�ng 

Clerk: Marilyn Fant  

Cassie Caringella, Lynda Ladwig, Candice Ryder, Brendon 

Woirhaye 

Outreach 

Clerk: Barbara Healey Sprague   

Hannah Aguirre, Alene Burke, Lori Graham, Ted Marshburn, 

Bob Newton, Tish Purkiss 

Personnel 

Clerk:  Pat Garland 

Carrin Bouchard , Nancy Cramer 

Trustees 

Clerk: Mel Sturr 

Eric Bald, Liz Ellis, Russ Litchfield, Jean Sponsler, Dan Wright 

Whi.er Friends School Commi0ee 

Clerk: Candice Ryder  '20 (3 year term) 

Recording Clerk: Brendon Woirhaye 

CJ Conklin, Mary Hall (on leave), Marie Kaneko, Lynda Ladwig, 

Kathy Marin, Philip Wright  

 

Thank you, Friends, for your �me and talents! 

 

Are you called to serve? Please contact Nomina�ng Commi(ee 

Clerk Marilyn Fant 
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Remembering Clella Snider 
Clella Claire Carpenter Snider was born on June 24, 

1928 and passed to new life on November 10, 2019 
Clella lived fully with a vision beyond her times 

while constantly maintaining a positive attitude. She 
was committed and focused on her interests and 
enjoyed learning new things. Clella was born in Azusa, 
California, to Charles and Bertha Carpenter. She 
remembered fondly her early years growing up in Paso 
Robles from 1933 to 1938. As a child, Clella always 
wanted to be a park ranger, even though women were 
prohibited from ranger service at the time. She enjoyed 
the family pack trips into the Sierras and recounted 
sitting around a campfire and listening to the packers’ 
tales. She was living in Downey when World War II 
began and the events during this time remained a vivid 
image for her during her life.  

Clella graduated from Pomona College in 1949 
with a BA in music (piano). She met William (Bill) 
Snider at Pomona and they were married shortly after 
graduation. They moved into their home in Whittier in 
1953 and she lived in this home for 66 years. 

Bill and Clella had an active marriage raising three 
children and spending time at their beach house, fly 
fishing in the Sierras, camping in Baja California, 
courageously attempting to ski, and driving throughout 
Canada and Alaska in their Scout with a canoe on top. 
She touched the lives of many young women as a Girl 
Scout leader for twelve years. Clella received her 
teaching credential through USC and a Masters Degree 
as a Special Education Teacher from Fullerton State 
College (now California State University Fullerton). 

After graduating, she taught a class for children 
with special needs at La Colima School in Whittier. 

After retirement, Clella was the accompanist for 
the New Century Singers for 28 years. She enjoyed 
being active in PEO and was a member for 70 years. 
She also participated in a Red Hat group, a book club, 
a writer’s workshop, and her beloved swimmer’s 
breakfast group. She was a beloved member of First 
Friends and a convinced Quaker. 

As a young child, Clella delighted in reading 
adventure stories that took place around the world 
(especially about Mandalay pirates). Her enjoyment of 
these books became an interest in traveling throughout 
the world. During her life, she was able to travel 
throughout the United States (including Alaska and 
Hawaii), Africa, Egypt, Mongolia, Japan, Scandinavia, 
Russia, Ireland, China, and several mainland European 
countries. 

Clella is survived by her brother and his wife 
(Charles and Alice Carpenter), three children and their 
spouses (Bonnie and Ramsey Johnson, Stan and 
Geralyn Snider, and Karl Snider and David Sateren), 
five grandchildren (David, Heather, Jessamyn, Sarah, 
and Adam), and five great grandchildren (Colter, 
Aspen, Claire, Adalynn, and Abigail). 

A celebration of Clella’s lifde was held at First 
Friends on January 25. 

In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting that 
donations be made to: 

World Wildlife Fund 
1250 Twenty-Fourth Street, N.W.  
PO Box 97180 
Washington D.C. 20090 
https://support.worldwildlife.org 
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Please 
remember in 

prayer 
those Friends 

unable to 
worship with 
us regularly. 

Peggy Anderson 
Jack Carlisle 
Rose Nedrow 

Kathy & Klane Robison 
Ann Smith 

Ami Troedsson 
Carol Urner 
Gerry Wolfe 

The Living Light 
USPS 316-320 

Volume 59 Number 2 
Issue Date: February 1, 2020 

   The Living Light is published monthly by 
Whittier First Friends Church, 13205 Philadel-
phia Street, Whittier, California, 90601-4303. 
Periodical postage paid at Whittier, California. 
Elisabeth Elliot ................................................... Editor 
Marie Kaneko ......................................... Copy Editor 
Loletta Barrett .................................................. Pastor 
Lynda Ladwig................................ Associate Pastor 
 ........................ & Christian Education Coordinator 
Russ Litchfield ................................................................  
 .......................... Dir of Music Ministries & Organist 
Mary Boltz ............................. Office Administrator 
Lorenzo Mora ............................................ Custodian 

Telephone 562-698-9805 
FAX 562-698-1127 

www.firstfriendswhittier.org 

Whittier Friends School Staff 
Candice Ryder ............. School Committee Clerk 

562-945-1654 

Setting Our PIE-orities 
In what areas do we need to call upon our government to more fully 

embrace truth and justice? Join us for dessert and discussion at rise of 
meeting on Sunday, February 23 for “PIE-orities ‘20,” our biennial gathering 
to assist Friends Committee on National Legislation in shaping their work 
and sharing which policy issues we think are most important for the newly-
elected Congress to consider starting next year. 

Bring your favorite pie and let’s dig in! 


