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A Safe Space For All 
At April Monthly Meeting, the following statement 

was approved: 
Statement of Purpose of Safe Space 

Whi�er First Friends Church as a Sanctuary for 
Immigrants 

Whittier First Friends Church, A Quaker Meeting, 
affirms that it is a place of welcome, refuge, and 
healing for those made vulnerable by immigration 
status or some perceived status of difference, and that 
we work alongside our friends, families, and neighbors 
to ensure the dignity and human rights of all people. 

We pledge to follow the Spirit and our long 
tradition as the Religious Society of Friends to offer 
material and pastoral support, and to connect with 
other local and national sanctuary communities and 
institutions, immigrant rights groups and coalitions, 
and engage in educating, organizing, advocacy, and 
direct action, and other methods as deemed 
appropriate in each context, to ensure the safety and 
security of the undocumented community. 

Join Our Parking Lot Volunteers 

Here’s a subtle and easy weekly fundraiser. Support 
the Meeting this summer by collecting money from 
people “renting” parking spaces in our parking lot  for 
Concerts in the Park in Central Park on Monday 
nights.

Volunteers will collect $3 per car from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Sign up in Founders Court or see Cassie 
Caringella or Lea Wright to take part in this fundraiser, 
which will help our meeting collect a few hundred 
dollars in a few weeks. 

Afterwards, you may even want to catch the 
concert! 

THE LIVING LIGHT 
For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 

Ephesians 5:9 

A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE CALLED TO LISTEN, GATHERED TO SEEK PEACE AND SENT FORTH TO SERVE 

Picnics in the Park 
Every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. through August 9 

Michigan Park 
at the corner of La Cuarta St. and Michigan Ave. 

Bring food and drinks to share 
and your own table service. 

We welcomed Oscar Mmbali to All Friends Fellowship 
Night, Meeting for Learning and Meeting for Worship 
in June. Oscar will soon take up his calling as pastoral 
minister at Belize City Friends Meeting as part of the 
Friends United Meeting field staff. Oscar’s visit was an 
inspiring start to the FUM Summer Mission Project 
“A Big Year for Belize.” 

Quaker Quiz: How many Friends are representing 
our meeting at the Friends United Meeting Triennial in 
July at Friends University in Wichita, Kansas? Answer 
on page 6. 
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Friendly Fare by Lea Wright 
Dear Friends, It’s summer! Enjoy your travels, your time 
at home, your visits and just your time.  
New Friends: Melissa & Dan Martinez are the happy 
parents of Jordan Parker Martinez, who was born in 

June. He’s doing great and 
they’re all so glad to be 
home together. Norah is 
enjoying her role as big 
sister and is a great helper 
with diaper changes and 
checking on Jordan 
whenever he makes a 
noise. Tina (Beede) Post 
is expecting her first 
grandson in July. We look 
forward to hearing all the 

particulars later this summer. On June 11, Sharon 
Huffaker, Mary Boltz and Yvonne Huffaker 
attended a wonderful baby shower for Mady Cutler, 
Mary’s daughter-in-law. Pink was the theme. There 
were lots of pink balloons, pink ribbons and pink baby 
clothes. Mady & Carel (Mary’s son) Cutler’s baby girl is 
due in early August. 
Friends Visit: Linda Brickley, who lives in Chula Vista, 
was in Meeting for Worship the day after the estate sale 
of her mother, Esther Nelson. Ted & Mary 
Marshburn’s granddaughter Meredith, who is a 
student at Willamette University in Oregon, visited in 
early June on her way to a summer job in Alaska. 
Bethany Marshburn visited the Whittier Marshburns 
for two weeks. She flew back to Maine on June 19, 
expecting to spend the summer with her family there.  
She will be a senior at Mount Holyoke College in the 
fall.  
Friends Celebrate: Ted & Mary hosted several other 
relatives who were in town to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of Jeananne & Lind Coop the weekend 
of June 17. There were too many friends and relatives 
present to list them all here! It was a wonderful 
opportunity to catch up with everyone. 
Friends About Town: Several of Deanna Woirhaye’s 
photographs were on exhibit recently at City Hall and 
in the Nixon Room at the Whittier Public Library. At a 
City Hall reception for the artists, there was a blue 
ribbon on her portrait of daughter Elyse, and the 
Mayor presented her with the Best of Show award. 
Lynda Ladwig and Candace Ryder are both home 
recovering from recent surgeries.  
School and Work News: Jeffrey Robin, who graduated 
from Whittier Friends School in 2003 with Micah 

Eggleton, Christy Tavernelli, and Andrea Whitlock, 
just graduated from George Washington University 
Law School in Washington D.C. He will be taking the 
bar exam in D.C. in late July, and plans to find a job 
there. Congratulations also to Shane Purkiss, who 
graduated from Cal Poly Pomona, Ethan Purkiss (La 
Mirada High School) and Amanda Cramer (California 
High School). 
Friends Travel: Gwen & Mahlon Woirhaye spent a 
memorable week in New York with Musical Theatre 
West, seeing six Broadway shows, touring the 
Roosevelt National Historic Site and the aircraft carrier 
Intrepid, and dining at the 
Culinary Institute of 
America. Loletta Barrett 
and her niece Hally 
travelled to London 
together to visit Loletta’s 
nephew Travis and to see 
the sights, including 
Edinburgh and Paris. 
They attended meeting for 
worship at Westminster 
Friends Meeting in 
London. Here they are 
with The Living Light 
continuing our tradition: “The Living Light 
Travels.” (Remember, your submissions are welcome 
and needed.) Brendon & Deanna Woirhaye and 
family traveled to England and Europe. Stay tuned in 
September for a report. 
Friends Remember: Mary Raymond’s son Daniel, a 
regular in our youth programs when he was growing 
up, died June 6 after suffering a sudden heart attack at 
his home in La Habra. He was 63, and is survived by 
his wife Holly. In addition to having had his own 
computer and electronics repair business, Dan was the 
volunteer sound technician at two churches. 
Condolences to Linda Oberholtzer on the recent 
death of her mother Grace Nakamura. There was a 
feature article on Grace’s remarkable life on the front 
page of the Whittier Daily News calling Grace “a 
longtime community activist, artist and educator.” 
Over the years, she shared her experience as a young 
person of Japanese ancestry in an internment camp 
during World War II. 
Friends Sharing News: Help to keep the Friendly Fare 
going. Email me a quick note and tell me your news. 
There won’t be an August issue of The Living Light  so 
we expect lots of news in September! Send to Lea at 
lealouw@gmail.com, or deliver to me on Sunday. See 
you in two months!  
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Loletta’s Lines 

Where does the Light 
shine? The short answer is 
everywhere of course! But in 
some places it seems just a 
bit brighter. Before my 
vacation, my preconceived 
notion was that California is 
a much brighter place than England. The first Sunday 
we spent in London, the cool and cloudy day matched 
my assumption, but it soon got much brighter.  

I visited and worshipped with the Westminster 
Friends Meeting. The entrance to the meeting house is 
unassuming. The door is in the middle of a long line of 
shops in the middle of the city. Friendly signs are 
gently and cleverly inviting to the community. As you 
enter, the small foyer and attached long, narrow 
hallway are nicely decorated with paintings, flowers and 
information. It opens almost like a blossom into the 
fellowship room which is surrounded by bookcases 
filled with Friends’ books, with overstuffed 
comfortable chairs to curl up in with a book or to share 
conversation, in front of a fireplace to warm cool days. 
Tea and biscuits wait on the center table. One step 
beyond is the meeting room with beautiful wood 
flooring and chairs, with colorful cushions, encircling a 
table holding a vase of pretty flowers, all illuminated by 
a clear skylight overhead. It is a simple, lovely and 
comfortable place to be in community to worship and 
experience fellowship. 

But most important is the welcome received—an 
abundant smile, a sweet voice, twinkling eyes. A Friend 
who takes your hands and looks into your eyes. A 
gentle presence that warms the heart—Ruby. Ruby is 
the Friend who creates the warm setting, puts on the 
tea, never fails to greet the visitors, and often does not 
stay to enjoy it all, but leaves early to volunteer at the 
hospice. Clearly, Ruby is sent forth to serve with Love 
and Light in the meeting and beyond.  

I felt led to find Ruby; to thank her for making me 
feel so welcome and give her one of our flashlights that 
says, “Let God’s Light Within You Shine.” I told her, 
“I want you to have this gift from our meeting because 
I see the Light shines brightly in you.” She looked 
surprised, pleased and expressed her appreciation for 
the little treasure I gave her. But even more, she 
beamed with humility, gratitude, and peace, and by so 
doing, she made the Light shine brighter in me. 

This Summer in Meeting for Worship 

July 2 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
I Thirst 

 John 19:28 

July 9 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Feed Me 

 Matthew 13: 1-23 

July 16 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Set on Light 

 Exodus 13:21, 3:1-7 

July 23 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Breath of Life 

 Genesis 1:2 and 2:7, Acts 2:2, 1 Kings 
19:11 

July 30 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Interpreting the Kingdom 

 Matthew 13: 31-52 

August 6 Taize Worship 

August 13 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Impossible Faith 

 Matthew 14: 22-33 

August 20 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Clean Hands and Hearts 

 Matthew 15: 10-28 

August 27 Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Weighty Friends 

 Matthew 16: 13-20 

We welcome and encourage your comments 
as well as your contributions and photos 

for inclusion in The Living Light. 
Kindly send your email to Elisabeth Elliot 

at communiquaker@gmail.com. 

     At June Monthly Meeting, we 
approved the possible use of 
Fellowship Hall by Broadoaks 
School. Research will begin to 
allow our facilities to be used as a 

filming location. We discussed our educational efforts 
regarding the Selective Service Act, and affirmed 
statements of nonviolence by Cedric Woirhaye and Kat 
Ryder. We approved “That of God in Everyone” as 
the Meeting’s theme for the next year. 

July Monthly Meeting will be held at Rise of 
Meeting on July 9. The kitchen is closed for the 
summer so bring your own lunch. 
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     What a fun weekend we had at 
Lake Arrowhead with Joanne Camp 
and her daughter Colleen! After 
arriving at the cabin and settling in, 
games of Monopoly and finding 
characters in the cyber game world 
finished off the evening. We awoke to 
a beautiful and what turned out to be a 
busy Saturday. After breakfast and 
lunch with a little leisure time and 

some yard work accomplished, we headed to the village 
to browse the stores and shop. And then it was off to 
the family dock to swim in the lake. Not everyone 
brought their swim suits so those who wanted to swim 
did the logical thing and went in clothes and all! 

After dinner, we all took time to relax. Some played 
Monopoly, while others read and still others gave their 
hands a beauty treatment. We wrapped up the evening 
in conversation and song. Katerina kept us all in tune 
as she played her guitar and we sang rounds, silly 
songs, hymns and some popular tunes. Thanks to 
Marilyn Fant for her contributions to the weekend and 
of course a big thank you to Joanne Camp for 
welcoming us into her home.  

Whittier Friends School TK-6th grade students are 
out for the summer, but our preschool children are set 
for a fun summer here on campus. Some especially fun 
activities scheduled for the summer include cooking, 
water play, bubbles play, and visits to the farmers 
market. These activities will allow our children to 
explore the world through their senses, practice fair 
play, develop motor skills, and become individuals. We 
enroll preschoolers year-round and appreciate when 
you recommend us to your friends and neighbors. 

—Cassie Caringella 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP News from 
Whittier Friends School 

 

Earlier in the month, the youth participated in 
Serve Weekend. We collected food for the Interfaith 
Food Center by greeting those entering the Stater 
Brothers market at Mulberry and Mills. We invited 
customers to help the IFC by purchasing items on the 
flyer we were handing out. In general, the response was 
good and we were satisfied with the two grocery carts 
full of donations.  

On July 12-16, we will join members of the 
Meeting to gather with other Quakers from around the 
world at the Friends United Meeting Triennial. Eight 
of us are planning to participate in the youth program 
and three others in the adult program.  

Don’t forget to put August 6 on your calendar and 
join us for “Bowling for Belize” at La Habra 300 Bowl 
from 1-3:00 p.m. If you don’t bowl, you can sponsor 
us based on the total number of pins we score in two 
games. We also welcome flat amount donations. 
Challenge your family, friends and neighbors to bowl 
with us and let’s see who can get the most sponsors.  
All money raised will go to the Friends United Meeting 
Summer Mission Project. Call the church office or 
Lynda Ladwig if you have questions. The sponsor 
sheet is in the office during the week and Founders 
Court every Sunday in July. 

—Lynda Ladwig 



 5 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
7:00a Spiritual 
Growth Group 

 
6:00p Picnics in 
the Park – 
Michigan Park 

 
 

 
7:00p Summer 
Film Series – 
Fellowship Hall 

Starts June 30 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
7:00a Spiritual 
Growth Group 

 
6:00p Picnics in 
the Park – 
Michigan Park 

 
 

 
7:00p Summer 
Film Series – 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 

 
11:15a Monthly 
Meeting 

Jul 9/Aug 13 

 
10:00a 
Quiltmakers 

2nd & 4th 
Mondays 

 
7:00a Spiritual 
Growth Group 
 

 
6:00p Picnics in 
the Park – 
Michigan Park 

 
 

 
7:00p Summer 
Film Series – 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
7:00a Spiritual 
Growth Group 

 
6:00p Picnics in 
the Park – 
Michigan Park 

 
 

 
7:00p Summer 
Film Series – 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 

 
 

 
10:00a 
Quiltmakers 

 

 
7:00a Spiritual 
Growth Group 
 

 
6:00p Picnics in 
the Park – 
Michigan Park 

 
 

 
7:00p Summer 
Film Series – 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
7:00a Spiritual 
Growth Group 

 
6:00p Picnics in 
the Park – 
Michigan Park 
Last Picnic on 

August 9 

 
 

 
7:00p Summer 
Film Series – 
Fellowship Hall 
Ends August 25 

 
 

Schedule for Sundays 
During July & August 

Unprogrammed Worship—8:30a 

Meeting for Worship—10:00a  

July/August 2017 

Lynda Ladwig 
Les Marshall 
Elinore Petoletti 
Jane Takata 
Marcia Vaden 
Don Votaw 
Julia Weitkamp 
 
 

July Birthdays 

Travis Allen 
Eric Bald 
Carrin Bouchard 
Cassie Caringella 
Jon-Paul Cook 
Allison Coop 
Amanda Cramer 
Harry Eggleton 

If we've missed your 
birthday, we apologize 
(and happy birthday)! 
We're working hard to 

keep our birthday calendar 
up-to-date so please let us 
know if we're forgetting 

anyone. 
Thank you! 

August Birthdays 

Trevor Allen 
Ellie Bewley 
Virginia Boles 
George Bouchard 
Savanah Burke 
Mary Case 
Josh Fant 
Linda Flournoy 

Pat Garland 
Laura Kaneko 
Alex Marshburn 
Emma McIntosh 
Jane Moody 
Bruce Nelson 
Tish Purkiss 
Gloria Rice 
Sandra Robison 

Jennifer Root 
Rob Settlage 
Bonnie Streeter 
Mel Sturr 
Tom Van Dorn 
Marylinn Wheatley 
Deanna Woirhaye 
Isaac Wright 
Philip Wright 

Special Event Dates: 
July 24 thru 28 – Peace Camp 

July 29 – 6:00p Ice Cream Social/Game Night — Fellowship Hall 

August 6 – Bowling for Belize. See “Youth Fellowship article on page 4 for details. 

Committee Meetings: 

Personnel - Jul 5 & Aug 9@10:00 a.m.; Business & Finance - Jul 5@3:30 & Aug 2@6:30p 

CE - Jul 16 & Aug 20@11:15a; Music and Outreach - Jul 23 & Aug 17@11:15a; Trustees - Aug 1 

@9:00a; and M&C Aug 1@8:00p    Next Quarterly Clerk’s Meeting - Aug 6@11:15a 
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Statement for Nonviolence 

Within thirty days of my eighteenth birthday, which 
is January 14, 2018, I will be required by law to register 
for Selective Service. The selective Service Act requires 
men that are at least thirty days shy of their eighteenth 
birthday to register for a military draft that is necessary 
when a draft is reinstated. With that law, the Selective 
Service randomly drafts and recruits men to serve in 
the military whenever military service is required. Also, 
there is an option in the Selective Service Act to 
register as a conscientious objector if the registering 
person has strong nonviolent beliefs such as me. If 
people register as conscientious objectors, they can do 
nonviolent service for the country, which involves 
service without using any weapons to kill any person. 

I hereby object to serving the military with 
weapons because I respect all life whether it is human 
or not human. I believe in respecting life because I 
believe that people need to live their dreams and 
experience lots of things in life. What if the lives of 
those people were taken away? They would never be 
able to live their dreams, they would never experience 
what they wanted to experience, and their families 
would end up in lots of grief. If I had to point a gun at 
someone and end his or her life, how horrible it would 
be to destroy God’s special creation. It is not up to me 
to decide whether or not someone lives or dies. I 
would never want to be forced to be in a position to 
hurt someone or end someone’s life. I also believe that 
all life is precious because I believe that there is that of 
God in every person. 

I hereby object to serving the military with 
weapons because I have been part of the Religious 
Society of Friends (Quakers) as a birthright Quaker. In 
the Quaker belief system, there are testimonies that 
convince me to be a conscientious objector. Those 
testimonies that justify my position as a conscientious 
objector are peace, integrity, equality, and stewardship. 
Through the testimony of peace, I believe that 
international conflicts must be solved without violence. 
As a peaceful person, I choose to avoid killing 
anybody. Through the testimony of integrity, I do the 
right thing, which is to not kill anyone as a 
conscientious objector. Through the testimony of 
equality, I believe that everyone is the same and should 
be treated equally and live life to its fullest extent. 
Through the testimony of stewardship, I believe that 
God’s creation of men and women must be respected 
and protected. 

I hereby object to serving the military with 
weapons because I live by the sixth commandment of 

American Friends Service Committee—Sanctuary 
Everywhere is the simple idea that everyday people can 
come together to create welcoming spaces for all people 
and keep each other safe, especially in these uncertain 
times. First Friends is now a part of that mission. 
afsc.org. 
Friends Committee on National Legislation—
Efforts are accelerating for the U.S. government to take 
early action to prevent violence during the upcoming 
elections in Kenya and to stand up for peaceful protest 
in Palestine. fcnl.org. 
Friends World Committee for Consultation—The 
QuakerSpeak-FWCC video “Why Traveling Ministry Is 
Vital for Quakers in the 21st Century” explores the time
-tested practice of Quaker traveling ministry as a 
powerful tool for Friends meetings to “renew their 
minds and wake up.” fwcc.org. 

Quakers in Unity 
New From Friends 
Around the World 

the Ten Commandments, which is Thou Shalt Not Kill. 
I believe that if I follow this commandment, I would do 
the right thing, which is to not kill anybody regardless if 
they are fighting in a war or not. 

I object to serving the military with weapons and I 
also object to supporting the war effort in any form 
because I believe that I can also support the country 
without supporting violence as a method of solving 
international conflicts. If I were to serve the country 
without supporting any violence, I would look for ways 
to serve the country with a non-violent organization or 
serve the community by helping the underprivileged. I 
would help the underprivileged by providing them with 
basic needs such as food, entertainment, access to 
medical care, and access to education. 

—Cedric Woirhaye 
Submitted and affirmed at June Monthly Meeting 

Quaker Quiz answer: Sixteen Friends from our meeting 
will carry our prayers with them to Wichita for the FUM 
Triennial. Read all about it in the September issue of The 
Living Light. 
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Youth Awarded With the Bounty 
of Our Heritage 

At Promotion Sunday Meeting for Worship on 
June 11, the Meeting was proud to present a number 
of scholarships made possible by the generosity of 
Friends. 

Because of funds endowed by friends and family 
of Larry Davidson and Lucy and George Davidson, 
we are able to encourage and affirm children and 
youth who have been observed contributing and 
sharing their gifts and talents with the Meeting. In 
addition to artistic contributions, the gifts of love and 
dependability, steadfast service, faithful attendance, 
gifts of humor and a joyful spirit are all areas of 
consideration for this award.  

This year, the Davidson Award went to Ashley 
Ryder, Lara Wemmerus, and Cedric Woirhaye with 
our love and hopes that you will continue to bless us 
with your gifts and talents.  

The Votaw Jessup Scholarship comes from the 
endowed funds given in the name of beloved teacher 
and Friend Mildred Votaw Jessup. This scholarship 
provides assistance for graduating high school seniors 
and other youth who are pursuing a college 
education. 

The Votaw Jessup Scholarship was awarded to 
Ethan Purkiss, Wes Van Dorn and Jacy Purkiss this 
year. 

Ethan has been a presence in the Meeting since 
birth and he says he feels our love and support even 
when other activities hamper his regular attendance. 
Ethan graduated from La Mirada High School, where 
he was active in football and track. He is currently 

On Our Calendar... 
Summer Worship Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

through September 3 

Rally Day September 10 

Whittier Friends School Sunday September 17 

World Quaker Day October 1 

Outreach Sunday October 15 

Family Christmas Dinner December 10 

Where Are We? 

Due to a fire in the Christian Education building 
in April and subsequent renovation, our Broadoaks 
School friends who rent the facility from us have 
been temporarily displaced. If construction is not 
completed on schedule by July 31, we will make 
Fellowship Hall available for their use. 

Therefore, Fellowship Hall may not be available 
for First Friends events for the duration. Although 
every effort is being made to complete construction 
on schedule, Friends are advised to prepare 
themselves for some logistical challenges and 
adjustments. 

We welcome the opportunity to keep Broadoaks 
as our tenant. 

—Board of Trustees 

interested in pursuing a career in law and will begin his 
studies at Fullerton College with a major in Philosophy. 
After earning his associates degree, Ethan plans to 
transfer to a university and then law school with an 
emphasis on criminal law.  

Wes hopes to transfer to Riverside City College in the 
upcoming semester to continue working on his associates 
degree and join the band. Since different colleges offer 
different opportunities, one college isn’t enough for this 
young man. He hopes to transfer to California State 
University, Fullerton and perhaps change his course of 
study from education to pursue a major in psychology 
with a minor in English. Wes would like to eventually 
wind up in a career that helps people either by becoming 
a high school teacher or psychological therapist  

Jacy begins her fourth year this fall at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara, where she is continuing to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree of science in biopsychology 
with a minor in painting. While working towards her 
career goal of becoming a counselor, she is a mental 
health worker at the La Ventana treatment center for 
eating disorders. Jacy hopes to succeed in helping others 
actualize a life of contentedness and presence. Church 
and faith have been a part of those people, places and 
experiences that have and continue to shape her life. 
When she is not in Whittier, she attends unprogrammed 
worship at Santa Barbara Friends Meeting where she 
already finds herself in committee leadership roles. 

We are fortunate to have such delightful young 
people in our meeting. We pray that you will continue to 
encourage them as they continue to share their gifts and 
talents and grow in their spiritual walk answering that of 
God in themselves and everyone they meet. 

—Darrell Warren 
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July 7 
Metropolis 

July 14 
Koyaanisqatsi (Life Out of Balance) 

July 21 
The Tree of Life 

July 28 
Powaqqatsi (Life in Transforma�on) 

August 4 
Interstellar 

August 11 
Nagoyqatsi (Life as War) 

August 18 
The Giver 

August 25 

Samsara 

Tea and snacks will be served and  there will be opportunity for discussion a�er 

the screening. 

Parental advisory: 

Many of these films contain mature subject ma er. 

Friday nights at 7:00 p.m. 
Admission is free 


