THE LIVING LIGHT
For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.
Ephesians 5:9

Volume 57, Number 9

Whittier First Friends Church

October, 2018

All Over the World
How will you celebrate World Quaker Day?
Here at First Friends on October 7, we’ll
acknowledge World Quaker Day with a focus on
outreach, as Friends World Committee for
Consultation invites us to join Quakers around the
world into our shared experience of worship,
celebrating our wonderful diversity of expression.
Church to church, meeting to meeting, country to
country, and section to section, we feel the power of
God collecting us into a faithful family.
On this day, the message at Meeting for Worship
will be brought by Richard Balkus, board member and
treasurer of the Whittier Interfaith Counsel. Richard
plans and directs the Cold Weather Shelter, of which
our Meeting is a part every January. Richard sets a high
bar for us—to serve the most vulnerable in our midst,
particularly men, women and children and disabled
persons living on the streets.
Retired from 33 years in public service with the
Social Security Administration, Richard is particularly
knowledgeable about “the system.” During his tenure
at the SSA, he served as the Commissioner’s
representative on the President’s Committee for People
with Intellectual Disabilities and the United States
Interagency Council on Homelessness. He is a graduate
of Whittier College and received his M.A. at USC.

In addition to his service calling, Richard shares his
love of learning by teaching fifth-eighth grade math at
Saint Joachim Elementary School in Costa Mesa. He is
a parishioner at St. Bruno’s Catholic Church and we are
looking forward to his participation in our World
Quaker Day.
We also look forward to sharing our day with
Friends World Committee for Consultation. Each year,
meetings all over the world share photos and letters on
the FWCC website so we can all see what other
Quakers are doing on the same day.
We will be sharing an all-Meeting photo with
FWCC, so plan on staying a few extra minutes after
Meeting for Worship to join us as we smile and say
“Quaker.” Then join us at the potluck to hear updates
on the Cold Weather Shelter.

A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE CALLED TO LISTEN, GATHERED TO SEEK PEACE AND SENT FORTH TO SERVE
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Friendly Fare

by Lea Wright
Dear Friends, Another month/summer past, and
we’re all in back to school mode. It’s been a while for
me, but I’m actually taking a class with Cassie this fall
through Rio Hondo College. I figure you can never
know too much about child development.
Friends Celebrate: Lynda Ladwig had a wonderful trip
to Rhode Island over the Labor Day weekend. She
stayed with long distance
Friends Jarod & Cary
Bradley. On Saturday,
she officiated at the
marriage of Betsy
Bradley
& Kevin
Gough. When they
return to California, they
will be making their
home in Costa Mesa. It
was wonderful to see Wyatt Bradley as well. He now
makes his home in Colorado.

Friends About Town: Iris Harris is happy to report
that Clint & Alyssa are doing fine in South Carolina.
Also, she says, “See my first-time first prize painting at
the Whittier Art Gallery.” After recovering from July’s
knee replacement surgery, Laura Torres will be
marching in the 42nd Black Watch Highland Society
color guard at the Seaside Highland Games in Ventura
on October 13 and 14. She sends her “thanks for all
the prayers and good wishes for my recovery.” Dan
Wright was the guest speaker at the monthly
Woodworkers Of Whittier meeting. He was asked to
bring his collection of wooden automatons, and to
describe and demonstrate the various mechanisms.
Either homemade or built from kits sourced from the
US and Europe, each model showed a unique motion
and design. The group was enthralled with the clever
and whimsical devices. Dan was also featured in the
WOW newsletter, available at woodworkersofwhittier.org.

School and Work News: Jacy Purkiss has begun her
graduate studies at Alliant International University and
has been attending the La Jolla Friends Meeting.
Candice Ryder has made a couple of trips to Cal Poly
Pomona to help Kat do some errands connected with
getting settled there. Cedric Woirhaye says that his
best class at Cal State University Channel Islands is an
introduction to environmental studies, which he hopes
will be his major. He came home on the bus one
weekend for a visit. Kathy Marin’s granddaughter,
sixth-grader Isabel Marin, achieved a perfect score in
language arts and was given an award from the Whittier
School district board. She is a WFS alumna! Lee Riley
brought the message in August and shared that he is
retiring from the LA County probation department.
He’ll still be working with the LAPD as a chaplain. We
wish him well on his retirement. Tammy Van Dorn is
back home after teaching in Lithuania for the summer.
She already misses her students’ sweet faces. Her last
month was filled with the happiest of days both in
school and out, “time with my kiddos in class” and
with the host families outside of school. “Building
relationships and watching how much my students
have grown has been incredibly special and I’ll miss
being Teacher Tammy immensely!” She is looking for
graphic design jobs in Riverside and the surrounding
areas. If you know of anyone looking for a designer,
please let her know. She is also available for freelance
work. She’d love to work with you on designs for your
blog, wedding, branding, lettering needs, etc. Feel free
to message her!
Friends Travel: Bruce & Debi Nelson traveled to
Seattle to visit Melissa and her family. It was a long,
long trip for the four of them: Bruce and Debi with
Kate and Teddy, their miniature poodles. Please keep
them in your thoughts. Elinore Petoletti’s most recent
trip included Bella Coola and Vancouver Island, British
Columbia. It's been an exciting adventure for Carrin
Bouchard getting the Day family moved to SoCal.
Please hold Stacy and her family Adam, Adrian &
Annabelle in the Light as Stacy locates the dream job
she envisions. It's been a culture shock to them moving
back in with George & Carrin in the SoCal heat.
Friends Remember: Sammye Vore, a missionary in
Guatemala for 40 years who occasionally worshipped
with us, died in late May. Her two children were here
to celebrate her 100th birthday at Rowntree Gardens
(formerly Quaker Gardens) when she passed.
Friends Sharing News: Help to keep the Friendly
Fare going. Email me a quick note and tell me your
news. Send to Lea at lealouw@gmail.com, or deliver to
me at church on Sunday. See you next month!
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This Month in Meeting for Worship
October 7

World Quaker Day and Outreach Sunday
Richard Balkus brings the message
Seeing the Face of Christ in Whittier
Matthew 25: 35-40

October 14

Loletta Barrett brings the message
A God For Our Time
Job 23:10-17, Mark 10:17-31

October 21

Lynda Ladwig brings the message
Falling Down and Getting Up
James 1: 2-4

October 28

Loletta Barrett brings the message
All in God’s Plan
Job 42:1-2, Hebrews 7:25-27,
Mark 10:46-52

At Monthly Meeting on
September 8, a committee was
formed to evaluate our
landscaping and water use. We are
enthusiastic about our
relationships with those that recently entered college
and look forward to keeping in touch as we continue to
draw inspiration from them and hold them in the
Light.
Monthly Meeting for October is October 14 at Rise
of Meeting.

First Friends Comes Through
Again for FUM
The Wilmington School in
Puerto Padre, Cuba is on its way to
reconstruction thanks to Friends
United Meeting’s summer project
Rebuilding a Friendly Place.
At the beginning of the
summer, we set our own Meeting
goal at $600. Thanks to all who
contributed throughout the summer, the Outreach
Committee is thrilled to report we collected over
$1000.
And that’s definitely more than a drop in the
bucket.
We welcome and encourage your comments
as well as your contributions and photos
for inclusion in The Living Light.
Kindly send your email to Elisabeth Elliot
at communiquaker@gmail.com.

Loletta’s Lines
Wasn’t that a party?! As I
write this article, we are
antici pating ou r S olar
Celebration to dedicate our
new solar array. Yet, when
you read this, we will have
experienced it. I know that
some of you will not be able
to be here and I am very sorry
about that. But as I anticipate
what we plan to be a fun day
and a great witness to our community, I am both
excited and nervous.
Anticipation can be joyful. But it can also be nervewracking. As I sit here, I wonder things that you might
have worried about in planning any major event—a
wedding, a retirement bash, an awards ceremony, a
reunion, a fundraiser, a surprise party. What if no one
comes? What if so many people come we run out of
food or don’t have enough chairs? What if our
speakers don’t show up or show up late? What if they
talk too long? What if people can’t hear or see the
presentation? What if it isn’t fun? It can result in sour
stomach and sleepless nights—planning, thinking,
worrying about making it a success.
So what to do? I am encouraging myself to focus
on what is really important, the core purpose and
center of the event. At its essence, it is about giving
thanks and witnessing to the Love and Light of God
that is everywhere, every moment, and in everyone,
and celebrating how it is being manifested here in this
meeting of Friends in this era of our faith journey
together. It is about inviting, welcoming, and
encouraging others to come as they are, to share and
expand that experience in order to widen our
community—Jesus’ Beloved Community of God. If we
do that for each other, and for even one person or
family, on one September Saturday for even a few
hours, we have succeeded indeed. And isn’t that what
is really most important in everything we do,
everything in our life, individually and together? That
doesn’t require anything to go “right.” It only needs
Love and Light which the Spirit has provided in
abundance already.
There, now I am excited and not nervous at all.
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When We Say All Ages,
We Really Mean It!
Those trees! Those Truffula trees! All my life I’d been
searching for trees such as these.
Join us at 9:30 on Sunday, October 7 in Sharpless
Lounge for the first of our monthly Intergenerational
Meetings for Learning, where we will be “Discovering
our Testimonies through Dr. Seuss. The format will
consist of a reading, some prepared queries and
discussion that may bring even more queries.
Starting with “The Lorax,” we will look at the
Quaker testimony of our stewardship of the earth and
the significance of Dr. Suess’ Truffala trees. Lynda
Ladwig facilitates this initial class.
On November 4, Darrell Warren will take the lead
as we explore the importance of understanding
differences. This part of the peace testimony is brought
to us in the reading of “The Butter Battle Book”
On December 2, Loletta Barrett guides us into the
Christmas season with the well-known “How The
Grinch Stole Christmas” In a season of “stuff,” we
wonder what the Grinch can teach us about the
Quaker testimony of simplicity.
We look forward to seeing you and Dr Seuss on
the first Sunday of each month.
—Lynda Ladwig

The beginning of fall means three things for
Whittier Friends School students: the Nut Sale, the
pumpkin patch, and the costume party.
Our annual Nut Sale has begun! Our nuts and
candies come bagged, perfect for holiday baking and
snacking, as well as gifting. We’re taking pre-orders
until Monday, October 22, so get an order form from
any WFS student, at the school office, or at Meeting
for Worship. Orders will be available for pick-up the
second week of November, with some items available
for purchase after that.
WFS has enjoyed visiting Tanaka Farms pumpkin
patch for many years. This year, we will be heading to
the patch again, so keep an eye out for pictures from
this trip in the next issue of The Living Light. If you are
interested in information about future field trips,
contact Cassie. We love having guests come along on
our trips.
Finally, our students are looking forward to our
end of the month costume party and “pumpkin
caroling.” Children will select an animal and present a
report about that animal. Then, while dressed in a
costume representing their animal, we will visit
Brookdale retirement community and sing some festive
fall songs. If you are interested in joining us for this fun
event, contact Cassie for date and time.
For friends who like updates for fundraisers and
events, email Cassie at cassie.wfs@gmail.com to
request being added to our school mailing list. In
addition, join us on Facebook, and join our group,
“WFS Fundraiser Central.” Thanks for being a part of
our extended community!
—Cassie Caringella
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October 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

1
1:30p Writing
Class

2
7:00a Spiritual
Growth Group
9:00a Trustees
Meeting

3
6:00p AFFN

7
12:30p Outreach
Lunch &
Program

8
10:00a
Quiltmakers
1:30p Writing
Class

9
7:00a Spiritual
Growth Group

14
12:15p Monthly
Meeting

15
Living Light
Deadline
1:30p Writing
Class

21
12:30p Christian
Education
Committee
12:30p Music
Committee
3:00p New
Century Singers
Concert
28
12:30p Pumpkin
Carving
12:30p Outreach
Committee

4
7:00p Friends
Choir Rehearsal

Friday

Saturday

5

6

10
11
3:30p Personnel 7:00p Friends
Committee
Choir Rehearsal
6:30p Business &
Finance
Committee

12

13
Friendly Fare
Deadline

16
7:00a Spiritual
Growth Group

17

18
7:00p Friends
Choir Rehearsal

19

20

22
10:00a
Quiltmakers
1:30p Writing
Class

23
7:00a Spiritual
Growth Group
7:00 Ministry &
Counsel

24
Living Light
Folding

25
7:00p Friends
Choir Rehearsal

26

27

29
1:30p Writing
Class

30
7:00a Spiritual
Growth Group

31

Schedule for Sundays
Unprogrammed Worship—8:30a
First Day Classes—9:30a
Friends Choir Rehearsal—9:30a
Meeting for Worship—11:00a

Chris Berardino
Jude Berardino
Robert Browning
Charles Browning
Wanda Caldwell
Barbara Carty
Joy Creelman
Susan Cush
Stacy Day
Kim Haynes

Ryan Hoffmann
Nathan Jones
Ruth Marshall
David Marshburn
Paul Marshburn
Anne McIntosh
Ron Memmelaar
Kara Peterson
Suanne Ramirez
Kathleen Robison

Sharon Rollins
Maureen Russell
Jasmine Sturr
Kathryn Weber
Loren Woirhaye
Michael Wood
Anna Wright
Kirk Wright

If we've missed your
birthday, we apologize
(and happy birthday)!
We're working hard to
keep our birthday
calendar up-to-date so
please let us know if
we're forgetting
anyone.
Thank you!
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Strawberries, Horses
and ‘Silent Screams’
The Quaker Center in Ben Lomond is run by a
consortium of Northern California Quakers. It has
provided our Youth Fellowship with several of their
most rewarding retreats. This year’s event, July 18-22,
was a great one, according to Ashley Ryder, Bella Sturr,
Lara Wemmerus, Anathea Woirhaye and Elyse
Woirhaye, who reported on their excursion at All
Friends Fellowship Night on September 12. Kat Ryder,
Jasmine Sturr and Cedric Woirhaye also went on the
trip, as did First Friends members Lynda Ladwig, Russ
Litchfield, Mel Sturr and Diane Wemmerus.
Anathea, Ashley, Lara and Elyse took turns at the
microphone during the program, excitedly relating their
adventures, with Lynda projecting photos of the
activities and Russ Litchfield filling in details.
Tucked away in the heart of a Coastal Redwood
forest near Santa Cruz, Quaker Center is an idyllic
venue for retreats, conferences and work service
projects. A popular recreation at the center is hiking
the trails through redwood groves. Evenings in a
remote cabin were occupied with meditation,
conversations, puzzles and games emphasizing
cooperation. One such game was a surprisingly difficult
task: a group attempted to lift a hula-hoop using one
finger of each person. They had to learn exquisitely
coordinated movements to keep the hoop level enough
to be lifted.
Our group always enjoys weeding, planting and
harvesting alongside local people at The Homeless
Garden Project. This summer, our group concentrated
on picking strawberries. HGP provides job training,
transitional employment and support services to people
who are experiencing homelessness in the Santa Cruz
area. Their vibrant education and volunteer program
for the broad community blends formal, experiential
and service-learning. The programs take place in their 3
-acre organic farm and related enterprises. Produce and
specialty items from the garden are sold at the Organic
Flower Enterprise Store in Santa Cruz.
One of the highlights of trips to northern
California is an afternoon on the Santa Cruz
Boardwalk, an ocean side strip of eateries, amusements
and thrill rides. Our kids hilariously recounted their
rides on the hair-raising roller coaster, the Giant
Dipper. The YFF group, however, puts a very
Quakerly spin on this ride—they ride in complete
silence! An equally enjoyable activity was at the Horse
Sense Riding Academy near Santa Cruz. This was a
very unusual horseback riding experience. Riders must

Quakers in Unity
New From Friends
Around the World

Friends Committee on National Legislation—
Demands for the wise use of taxpayer dollars have
been almost entirely absent when it comes to the
military. Amid a Washington frenzied over hurricanes,
high-level convictions, tell-all books, and high-stakes
nomination hearings, Congress has just reached a final
deal for a massive $717 billion Pentagon spending
measure. fcnl.org
Friends United Meeting—New General Secretary
Kelly Kellum and other FUM staff traveled to
Ramallah, Palestine and were present for the first
Meeting for Worship at the Ramallah Friends School in
a decade. Kelly said, “The 150th Anniversary is
providing an opportunity for Ramallah Friends School
to focus on its faith tradition and connect to Friends
testimonies. It was a blessing to participate in this
worship gathering as several hundred students centered
in prayerful silence.” Watch for photos from their trip
in the October issue of Connections in your Meeting for
Worship bulletin. fum.org.
walk with and form friendships with the gentle, peopleoriented horses before they actually ride. Our group,
animals lovers all, bonded with their new friends
Brownie, Jewel and Rusty.
Young Friends have come to call Quaker Center
“our home away from home.” They made the 8-hour
trip back to Whittier tired but exhilarated with
memories of this and past visits.
This AFFN, the first of the season, was wellattended. Mary Marshburn’s famous baked Argonaut
squash (one of them feeds a crowd!) was the
centerpiece of a delightful pre-program potluck supper.
—Bob Newton
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On Our Calendar...

Many Friends made light work at a series of clean-up
days at the church in August and September. Lots of
sweat and sore muscles resulted, but the fellowship and
the gleaming results made it all worthwhile. Above,
Cedric Woirhaye is all smiles as he and Barbara Healy
-Sprague oil our historic mahogany pews. Below, Don
Votaw and Dan and Philip Wright tackle and
vanquish many years of grime on the stained glass
windows’ protective panels.

Election Day

November 6

Interfaith Community
Thanksgiving Celebration

November 18

Friends Committee on
National Legislation
Annual Meeting

November 29December 2

Candy Making

December 1

Family Christmas Dinner

December 9

Family New Years Eve Party December 31
Chili Cook-Off

January 26, 2019

Stoking the Fire
at Quaker Hill Center
in Richmond, Indiana

June 7-10, 2019

ALL FRIENDS
FELLOWSHIP
NIGHT

We are happy to have Tammy
Van Dorn bring our program on
Wednesday, October 3 That’s a
week earlier than usual. Tammy
will share her experiences teaching in Lithuania,
relating how she was able to help these students and of
course, share photos! Remember to come the first
Wednesday in October.
Potluck dinner begins at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
with the program to follow at 7 p.m. Sign up in
Founders Court to bring a main dish, salad or dessert.
Drinks and bread will be provided. Please bring $1 per
person with food or $3 per person if you do not bring
food but will be joining us for dinner. There is no
charge for children 12 or under with their parents.

New Century Singers
Presents

Chasing the Blues Away
Sunday, October 21at 3:00 p.m.
in the Meeting House
There will be a free will offering.
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Please
remember in
prayer
those Friends
unable to
worship with
us regularly.
Peggy Anderson
Carlos Bailey
Helen & Jack Carlisle
Rose Nedrow
Kathy & Klane Robison
Maureen Russell
Ann Smith
Ami Troedsson
Carol Urner
Gerry Wolfe

Join us next month as First Friends sets the stage
for a special celebration!

