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A Season to Share Our Abundance 
Stewardship month starts October 13 and runs 

through November 10. 
We are blessed to receive the time and talents of 

our members and attenders throughout the year and 
this is the time to think about treasure. Stewardship 
month is vital to the continued financial health of the 
Meeting. Please prayerfully consider your faith promise 
and plan for support for the coming year. Maintaining 
our ministry on our corner in Whittier is an ever-
increasing challenge. Your plan for support pays for 
not only our ministries, the maintenance of the 
property and salaries of our staff but also significant 
giving to those in need all over the world. 

Look for the stewardship letter and plan for 
support card in your mailbox any day now. If you do 
not receive one, please pick one up in the office, email 
firstfriendswhittier@verizon.net or call the office to 
have one mailed to you. 

Please consider the gifts that you will share with the 
Meeting in 2020, and return your faith promise by 
November 10. Your support is lovingly appreciated. 

On November 10, the Business and Finance 
Committee is hosting a free luncheon at rise of meeting 
for all members and attenders to celebrate the ongoing 
support of the Meeting, whether it is with time, talent 
or treasure. Monthly Meeting will follow afterwards. 

—Brendon Woirhaye 

Church Shirts are Here 
First Friends shirts are what the fashionable 

Quaker is wearing this winter! 
Orders are now being taken for three different shirt 

styles featuring the Meeting logo. 
     The forest green 
T-shirt has a large white 
logo screen-painted on 
the front. The white polo 
shirt and the white button
-down Oxford-style long-
sleeve dress shirt both 
h a v e  t h e  l o g o 
embroidered in green in 
the upper left corner. 
     This is the first time in 
many years that church 

shirts have been available and are being made possible 
through a partnership with J&M Graphics, which is 
donating $2.00 from every shirt purchased back to the 
Meeting. 

Prices range from $10.00 to $15.00 for T-shirts in 
child’s and adult sizes. Polos are $17.00 and dress shirts 
are $30.00. Extended sizes are available upon request 
for a few dollars more. 

Pick up your order form in the church office, at 
Meeting for Worship on Sundays or email Elisabeth 
Elliot at communiquaker@gmail.com to be sent an 
order form via email. All orders need to be prepaid by 
check or cash only. 

Orders are being taken now through December 1. 
Wear your First Friends gear with pride! 

THE LIVING LIGHT 
For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 

Ephesians 5:9 

A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE CALLED TO LISTEN, GATHERED TO SEEK PEACE AND SENT FORTH TO SERVE 

The church shirt logo 
features the tree artwork 
designed by Dan Wright. 
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Friendly Fare by Lea Wright 
Dear Friends, sometimes I like to journal. BTW, that 
means write in a journal, but that would be on my 
phone not in an actual diary or journal book. “BTW” 
means “by the way,” in case you were wondering. I’m 
not entirely sure why I like to journal, but I think it 
helps me to remember what I’ve done earlier in the 
day. Seriously, sometimes on Monday morning 
someone will greet me and ask how was your weekend, 
what did you do? And all I can say “it was nice, thank 
you, hmm, I must have done something.” I’m sure 
many of you can relate to this. Lots of pictures and a 
little written dialogue helps us to remember all the fun 
and/or at least the eventful things in our life. I’m 
hoping me reporting about your lives helps you, too.  

Friends Move: After selling their Whittier home, 
Bruce & Debi Nelson said goodbye to their friends at 
the Meeting on September 1. They then spent 10 days 
on a driving trip to Washington State where they are 
moving to be closer to their daughter Melissa and her 
family. We will miss them but being closer to grandkids 
is always a good thing. Melissa Jones Grabmiller’s 
husband Alex got a new job and they are moving to 
Raleigh, NC. Melissa will still be working remotely (on 
contract) with her current company. They have been 
considering moving to NC for a while now and 
decided to make it happen. They are looking forward 
to their new adventure. Melissa’s mom, Anne is 
moving with them and is looking forward to the move. 

Friends Visit: Martha Horne (from Bethesda, MD) 
now lives at Oakmont Senior Living. She visited on 
September 8 along with several friends from First 
Christian Church. It was nice to see David Salyers 
who has visited in the past and was here on September 
15.  

School and Work News: During the beginning of 
Anathea Woirhaye's senior school year at Orange 
County High School of the Arts, she is very exhilarated 
to learn that she again will be a part of her school’s 
mock trial team competition. Anathea will also be 
performing in an improvisational theatrical piece “The 
Great British Murder Mystery” at OCHSA for two 
weekends. Both Anathea and Deanna Woirhaye had 
recently submitted art pieces into the Whittier Art 
Gallery show entitled “All Things Feline.” Deanna felt 
good in her heart to have earned two Honorable 
Mentions for her kitty cat entries. Deanna also was 
quite overjoyed to finally see her photograph become 
the book cover of a local poet's collection of poems 
called “Dead Letter Box” by Terri Niccum. Deanna 

finds it difficult to explain the amazing feeling of 
having the opportunity to provide a visual 
representation of someone else’s words (in a way that 
works well together). Lynda Bates was in the 
southland in August for her 50th high school reunion.  

Friends Travel: Pat Garland went on vacation in 
Texas, and while there she visited Jocelyn Thomas 
and her grandmother Mary. The family stayed in the 
parsonage guest house two summers ago while Jocelyn 
was ill and receiving treatment in Los Angeles. Here is 

Pat with The Living Light continuing our tradition: “The 
Living Light Travels.” (Remember, your submissions 
are welcome and needed.) 
Joanne Camp flew to Oregon in late August with her 
daughter Colleen and granddaughter Amelia. They 
enjoyed a visit there with a former Lake Arrowhead 
neighbor who now lives near Roseburg. She is now 
planning a trip to Fremont, IA to show the younger 
generation in her family where she was born and where 
some of their Votaw ancestors lived, farmed, and are 
buried. Liz Ellis is off again, this time to Minneapolis 
to visit cousins and college friends. Loletta Barrett & 
Darrell Warren traveled to Bakersfield on September 
14 for a prayer vigil outside the ICE detention center.  

Friends Remember: Prayers for the family and friends 
of Tom Boles, who passed to new life on Tuesday, 
September 3. 

Friends Sharing News: Help to keep the Friendly 
Fare going. Email me a quick note and tell me your 
news. Send to Lea at lealouw@gmail.com, or deliver to 
me at church on Sunday. See you next month!  

The New Century Singers Whittier present their 

fall concert “Friends Are…” on October 27 at 3:00 
p.m. there will be a free will offering. Everyone is 
welcome. 
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    At Monthly Meeting for 
September on September 8, we 
announced that our contribution 
to the Friends United Meeting 
Summer Project surpassed our 

goal of $700. A committee to plan next summer’s 
Peace Camp is already meeting and seeking volunteers. 
We are getting ready to welcome our new Friends 
Choir bass section leader. A visit from a representative 
of Quaker Voluntary Service is being arranged. We 
approved the purchase of new pew cushions. Research 
into various technology solutions are being evaluated, 
including improved internet access and abilities to 
webcast. Church shirts are now available (see page 1). 
We approved significant giving to both the 
organization Dig Deep and the family that members of 
the Meeting worked with on the mission trip to New 
Mexico (see page 6), as well as to Church World 
Service for disaster relief in the Bahamas. 

Monthly Meeting for October is Sunday, October 
13 at rise of meeting. Among the topics to be discussed  
is the disbursement of the remaining significant giving 
funds for the year. 

Loletta’s Lines 
My mind likes to play with 

numbers, like adding up 
numbers on license plates on 
the cars in front of me. But 
lately I have been thinking a lot 
about time, in multiples of tens 
of years. Maybe it was passing a 
“decade” birthday. The first ten 
years were simple, the second 
fairly complicated. I thought 
there were many changes in the middle tens. But I can’t 
even count the changes in the last ten; jobs, homes, 
continents, and parents and friends moving from life to 
new life. Sometimes there is so much change it is hard 
to remember in which ten it all happened. When I try 
to nail it down and remember what it was like THEN, 
it feels a little ethereal; a feeling of time out of time. 

I wonder how God feels watching time unfold over 
centuries, millennia, eons. It puts in perspective one life 
of 10 decades, one decision out of thousands, one 
minute of 1,440 per day. You see, if our ancestors have 
only been around for about six million years, modern 
humans only evolved about 200,000 years ago, 
civilization as we know it is only about 6,000 years old, 
and industrialization started only in the 1800s, yet the 
current measurement of the age of the universe is 13.87 
± 0.020 billion (109) years, (plus or minus 20 million), 
so what makes us think God has time to notice us? To 
worry about us, our prayers, needs, and deepest 
longings? 

Yet our bible stories tell us about numerical close 
encounters of the Ultimate kind. The promise to 
Abraham that his descendants would be the same 
number as the stars in the sky. The psalmist who 
realizes how fearfully and wonderfully made the human 
body is from millions of cells. Jesus’ statement that 
God has counted every hair on our head. 

I don’t understand Einstein’s theory of relativity 
but I know that spiritual time is not human time. Each 
unique realization of human expression and experience 
is essential to the overall web of evolving 
consciousness. We may represent just 7, 8, 9 or 10 tens 
of years of unique experience, but somehow each and 
every one of our tens matter. 

Wow. My brain hurts. I think I’ll go add up some 
license plates. 

This Month in Meeting for Worship 

October 6 World Quaker Day and Outreach Sunday 
Shan Cretin brings the message 
Strangers at Our Door: What Does 
Love Require of Us? 

 Luke 10:29-32 Leviticus 19:33-34 

October 13 Season of Stewardship begins 
Loletta Barrett brings the message 
Giving or Sharing 

 Luke 17: 15-10, 11-19, 18:9-14 

October 20 Whittier Friends School Sunday 
brings the message 

October 27 Lynda Ladwig brings the message 
Who Do You Want to Be? 

 Ephesians 6: 10-18 

We welcome and encourage your comments 
as well as your contributions and photos 

for inclusion in The Living Light. 
Kindly send your email to Elisabeth Elliot 

at communiquaker@gmail.com. 



4  

     September was a month designated 
for service and Bolsa Chica State 
Beach was the destination for our 
youth and several adults to participate 
in the Heal the Bay Coastal Cleanup 
Day. This event is the world's largest 
volunteer day to protect our 
environment. As we continued to live 
out our testimony of service, we 
gathered for lunch at a local eatery and 

then assembled some hygiene kits to be taken to 
St. Matthias for distribution. 

In October, we are traveling for fun to the Cal Poly 
Pomona Pumpkin Festival. In addition to the huge 
pumpkin patch and the many festival activities, the 
highlight of our excursion will be finding our way 
through the large corn maze grown specifically for the 
festival. With the leading of the Spirit and hopefully a 
good sense of direction, we will all return home having 
had fun with a sense of accomplishment. 

—Lynda Ladwig 

Whittier Friends School has already been enjoying 
some trips that allow us to learn while on the go. 
September brought us our first Shannon Center 
Outreach trip, where we got to see the musical group 
Cambalache. The musicians of Cambalache involved 
the children in a dance and rhythm fandango 
performance in the style of traditional Son jarocho. 
The Shannon Center Outreach performances are 
previews of evening shows, and the children who 
attend the outreach are invited to attend the evening 
show with their families at a discount. 

September also led us to visiting the Los Angeles 
County Fair. Here, the children were able to visit a 
couple of friends! Kat 
Ryder, a WFS alum, was 
working with the petting 
zoo animals. Jerry Elizalda, 
father of Deanna Woirhaye 
and grandfather of WFS 
alums Elyse, Anathea, and 
Cedric Woirhaye, was 
sharing about their Native 
American tribe, the Tongva. 
The children also enjoyed seeing the floral 
arrangements based on famous literature and movies. 

Our annual Nut Sale has begun! Our nuts and 
candies come bagged, perfect for holiday baking and 
snacking, as well as gifting. We take pre-orders until 
Tuesday, October 22, so get an order form from 
Whittier Friends School office or from Cassie 

Caringella or Lea Wright. 
Pre-orders will be 
available for pick-up the 
s e c o n d  w e e k  o f 
November, with some 
items available for 
purchase after that date. 
We’ll have a fundraising 
day at Ruby’s Diner at 

Whittwood on Thursday, October 3. Anytime 
someone from our extended community eats there 
from 8:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. that day and gives them 
our flyer, 20% of the check will be given back to our 
school. These types of fundraisers are great ways to 
collect money while we enjoy and support local 
businesses. 

—Cassie Caringella 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
News from 

Whittier Friends School 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

7:00a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

6:30p WFS 

Parent Meeting 

2 

 

3 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

4 

10:00a Whittier 

Regional 

Symphony 

Concert 

Preview 

7:30p Beth 

Shalom 

Worship 

5 

 

6 

12:30p Outreach 

Sunday 

Luncheon 

7 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

8 

7:00a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

9:00a Trustees 

Meeting 

4:00p WFS 

Committee 

Meeting 

6:30p Business 

& Finance 

Committee 

9 

9:00a-8:30p 

Beth Shalom 

Yom Kippur – 

Fellowship Hall 

10 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

6:00p All 

Friends 

Fellowship 

Night (AFFN) 

11 

7:30 Beth 

Shalom 

Worship 

12 

7:00p — 11:00p 

and on 10/13 

8:00a — 6:00p 

Beth Shalom-

Sukkah 

13 

Friendly Fare 

Deadline 

Stewardship 

Month Begins 

(Ends 11/10) 

12:15p Monthly 

Meeting 

14 

10:00a 

Needleworkers 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

15 

Living Light 

Deadline 

7:00a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

 

16 

 

17 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

12:30p Music 

Committee 

Meeting 

12:30p Youth 

Fellowship 

Outing 

21 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

22 

7:00a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

Ministry & 

Counsel Meeting 

23 

 

24 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

12:30p Outreach 

Committee 

Meeting 

3:00p New 

Century Singers 

Concert 

28 

10:00a 

Needleworkers 

1:30p Writing 

Class 

29 

7:00a Spiritual 

Growth Group 

 

30 

Living Light 

Folding 

31 

7:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

Schedule for Sundays 

Unprogrammed Worship—8:30a 

First Day Classes—9:30 a 

Meeting for Worship—11:00a  

October 2019 

Betsy Bradley 
Gough 
Kim Haynes 
Ryan Hoffmann 
Nathan Jones 
Adam Kawamura 
David Marshburn 
Paul Marshburn 
Anne McIntosh 
Ron Memmelaar 

Alicia Atkinson 
Chris Berardino 
Jude Berardino 
Bob Browning 
Charles Browning 
Wanda Caldwell 
Barbara Carty 
Joy Creelman 
Susie Cush 
Stacy Bouchard Day 

If we've missed your 

birthday, we apologize 

(and happy birthday)! 

We're working hard to 

keep our birthday 

calendar up-to-date so 

please let us know if 

we're forgetting 

anyone. 

Kara Peterson 
Suanne Ramirez 
Kathy Robison 
Sharon Rollins 
Jasmine Sturr 
Kathryn Weber 
Loren Woirhaye 
Michael Wood 
Anna Wright 
Kirk Wright 
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While we didn’t get to see the actual installation of 
the water tanks provided to the families from Dig 
Deep and St. Bonaventure, we certainly saw the results. 
A woman who said “I never thought this could 
happen” as her 1,200 gallon water tank was filled for 
the first time. This water will last her and her husband 
about one month. Life continues as before but it will 
be easier now.  

For another family in time of grief and transition, 
the water truck brought so much more than water to 
the home of Reina James and to the homes of her 
grown children. There is a joy that comes with 
knowing that the water truck is coming. As I listened to 
Darlene, the truck driver speak to Reina in Navajo and 
watched their eyes and body language, it was apparent 
that Darlene brought not only water, but the living 
breathing water that comes from shared experience, 
community, friends, hope and faith. 

A quote from Mahatma Gandhi keeps cycling 
through my thoughts: 

In the midst of death life persists, in the midst of untruth, 
truth persists; in the midst of darkness light persists. 

—Lynda Ladwig 

I was deeply moved by the spirit of the Navajo 
people that I met and talked to along the way. It was 
the spirit of God which could be felt both among our 
people and the Navajo people. It could also be felt in 
the majesty of nature, and of the land and even in the 
little red flowers. There was a gentleness in the people. 
The land, too, had a message for those who listen, and 
its connection to the people and the people to it could 
be felt. When Mario and I visited the radio station, the 
moment felt special because of its cause and purpose. 
The station serves the Navajo Nation, preserving its 
language and culture, and often standing up for justice. 
It is a community station, although it serves a large 
community. The folks at the station were kind to share 
with us their mission to the people. 

—Darrell Warren 

Sitting on a ledge 
Downward stares feel so deadly 
I am not afraid. 

—Amara Overmeyer 

As I reflect on our time in New Mexico with the 
people who operate and the people who are served by 
the St. Bonaventure Mission, the word “persist” 
continues to come to mind. The word first came to me 
as I looked upon the weeds and grass that was growing 
through the tar paper in the yard of the house where 
we were staying. The growth almost seemed to say, “I 
will find a way.” And looking out to the beauty of the 
desert floor where beyond the brush and the sparse 
tree line stood vibrant plateaus of reds and beige, 
emanating strength and protection just by their very 
presence. A persistence and perseverance carved by 
nature and its forces.  

We met some amazing people who have also 
persevered. Getting along on what they have and 
making the best of life, rich in so many of the things 
that really count. Sharing with, and taking care of, 
family, friends and community. My thoughts run to a 
four-year-old playing in the dirt and dust of home. 
With his goggles as a mask, using his imagination, 
playing with cousins, playing with us, while complete 
strangers tore apart the deck that was unsafe for him to 
play on. And the puppies who stayed on the back half 
of the deck while the entire front half was being 
destroyed, sounds of power tools, crowbars, hammers, 
strange voices all making a lot of noise. And those 
puppies, secure in their place, slept through it all. 

A Mission to New Mexico Part 2 

This summer, 18 Friends went on the mission trip 
to New Mexico: 16 by train and two by car. They were 
all invited to present reflections on the trip. They were 
asked to take photos and share scripture, poetry, and 
other written sources or write their own to share. 

Some queries were offered: 
Where did you see or experience God, Spirit, 

kindness, compassion, nature, friendship? 
What did you learn about yourself, friends, faith, 

God, the people you met, the earth, traveling etc. 
Were you changed? In what way? 
What memory or learning did you take with you? 
What is the purpose of mission or service? How 

can it effectively engage and create community? 
What other queries come to you? 
We shared part one of these reflections in the 

September issue of The Living Light. Part 3 will appear 
in the November issue. 
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American Friends Service Committee—Friends are 
urged to contact their representatives to urge them to 
support HR2407, the bill to hold Israel responsible for its 
abuses of Palestinian children's rights. afsc.org. 
Friends General Conference—Disrupting white 
supremacy and systemic racism is the subject of the 
upcoming “Understanding & Healing White Supremacy 
eRetreat” by the Spiritual Deepening Program. During this 
four-week online learning course, eRetreat participants will 
gain knowledge of the past and present realities of racial 
oppression while exploring how Quaker faith and practice 
can provide grounding, tools, and fire for our work against 
racial injustice. fgc.org. 
Friends World Conference for Consultation—In July, 
FWCC hosted a webinar to help Friends learn more how to 
use this new video resource to support conversations about 
environmental justice, earthcare and stewardship in your 
own meetings or churches. The webinar was recorded and 
can be viewed at fwcc.org. 

     On Thursday, October 10 
(note: that’s a change from our 
usual 2nd Wednesday of the 
month), Owen Newcomer will 
bring a program of his trip to 

South America, including visits to Peru, Buenos Aires, 
Rio de Janeiro, the Iguaza Falls, Machu Picchu, and 
Cuzco. Join us for an interesting and enjoyable 
evening. 

Potluck dinner begins at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
with the program to follow at 7 p.m. Sign up in the 
foyer to bring a main dish, salad or dessert. Drinks and 
bread will be provided. Please bring $1 per person with 
food or $3 per person if you do not bring food but will 
be joining us for dinner. There is no charge for 
children 12 or under with their parents. 

—Ted Marshburn 

Blue Danube, Red Tulips 
For many years, Ted and Mary Marshburn have 

arranged for speakers at our monthly All Friends 
Fellowship Night and organized the accompanying 
potluck supper. Last month, they did it all. The 
September program featured the Marshburn’s boat trip 
up the Danube River, from Budapest, Hungary to 
Nürnberg, Germany, beautifully illustrated with a slide 
show of their photos and narrated alternately by Ted 
and Mary from their travel notes. 

ALL FRIENDS 
FELLOWSHIP 
NIGHT 

On Our Calendar... 

Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Annual Meeting in Washington DC 

November 
13—17 

Community Thanksgiving Service November 24 

Young Friends Fellowship 
Candy Making 

December 7 

Family and Friends Christmas Dinner December 15 

Cold Weather Shelter December 
16—23 

Children's Christmas Workshop December 20 

Christmas Eve Meeting for Worship December 24 
at 8:00 p.m. 

Young Friends Fellowship Snow Camp January 31—
February 2 

Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Spring Lobby Weekend 

March 28—
31, 2020 

Shelter’s Right Hand 5K Walk April 25, 2020 

Friends United Meeting Triennial in 
Kisumu, Kenya 

July, 2020  

The Marshburns stayed in Budapest and saw the 
historic city with buildings dating back to the Middle 
Ages, including the iconic Matthias Church. From there 
they sailed up the Danube past verdant fields and 
vineyards in Hungary, along the border with Slovakia, 
and in Austria, arriving in Vienna in time for Easter. 
Part of the Easter observance was a processional led by 
the Cardinal of Vienna. 

The Marshburns took a side excursion to visit 
Salzburg, the birthplace of Mozart, where they visited 
the lovely St. Michael’s church where the movie “The 
Sound of Music” was filmed. 

The cruise ended at the charming Bavarian city of 
Nürnberg with its numerous locks, before the travelers 
rented a car and drove northward through Germany to 
Dortmund to visit Tilla Kohl, Mary’s pen pal since 
childhood. Tilla’s and Mary’s acquaintance began at the 
end of WWII when members of Mary’s Baptist church 
got the idea of bridging old adversaries by person-to-
person contact of young people. Mary’s visit to 
Dortmund capped a correspondence of 74 years! 

Finally, the Marshburns arrived in Amsterdam, just 
in time for the peak tulip season. Mary showed breath-
taking pictures of vast fields of red tulips in full bloom 
in the famous Keukenhof Gardens near Leiden. 

A pre-program potluck supper that was worthy of 
the extraordinary travelogue. 

—Bob Newton 

Quakers in Unity 
New From Friends 
Around the World 
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Please 
remember in 

prayer 
those Friends 

unable to 
worship with 
us regularly. 

Cold Weather is Coming. Help Us Get 
Ready. 

Love and Joy Come to you, and to you Glad Christmas, too! The 
Cold Weather Shelter is coming December 16 through 23. 

The Whittier Area Interfaith Council sponsors the program, with the 
cooperation of many local churches, to give shelter to our friends in 
need during the winter months. Our Meeting will be bringing Christmas 
cheer this year using facilities at First United Methodist Church to house 
and feed forty homeless guests. We will welcome them each evening 
beginning Monday evening, December 16 until Monday morning on 
December 23, providing one week of warm beds, overnight supervision 
and hearty meals. 

Specific details and sign-up sheets will be available starting in 
November. Many volunteers are needed to help cook breakfasts and 
coordinate dinners as well as serve with overnight supervision. The 
overnight supervisors (one male, one female) will host from 8:00 p.m. 
until 5:00 a.m. Within the schedule, there is ample flexibility, so please 
consider when and how you might make a contribution! 

If you are unable to cook or supervise, then consider a monetary 
donation to help with meals. Contact Marilyn Fant for information. Any 
assistance will be appreciated! 

—Marilyn Fant  


