Affirming Our Leading
The following was approved at Monthly Meeting
for Worship with a Concern for Business on Sunday,
October 8, 2017 by Whittier First Friends Church, a
Quaker Meeting.

fully participate in the activities of our common life
regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender
identity, physical or mental ability, faith background,
age or socio-economic status. We offer all individuals
and families our spiritual and practical support. We
Minute on Hatred, Racial Violence and believe that all persons are deserving of the healing
Our Call to Answer “that of God in
love and acceptance that comes from being an active
Everyone”
part of a Friends meeting that is filled with light and
Whittier First Friends Church, a Quaker Meeting, love of Christ, and we lovingly accept all as children of
affirms our call to answer that of God in everyone by God.
opposing any words or actions of hatred or violence
Outreach: First Friends as a Sanctuary
perpetrated against any of God’s children of any actual
for Immigrants
or perceived identity. Because of the history of our
First Friends Church, a Quaker Meeting, affirms
country, it is essential that we particularly state our
that
it is a place of welcome, refuge, and healing for
opposition to physical, emotional, economic, social,
political, and institutional violence and hatred aimed at those made vulnerable by immigration status or some
our brothers and sisters based on the color of their perceived status of difference, and that we work
skin, ethnicity, national origin or other racial identity. alongside our friends, families, and neighbors to ensure
We recognize that there is one race, the human race, the dignity and human rights of all people. We pledge
and we are called to examine and dismantle our own to follow the Spirit and our long tradition as the
biases and prejudices against persons of color, and seek Religious Society of Friends to offer material and
to actively work to bring about racial justice in our pastoral support, and to connect with other local and
meeting, community and country. This minute is national sanctuary communities and institutions,
consistent with our Open and Affirming minute of immigrant rights groups and coalitions, and engage in
7/14/13, (071413.6) and Safe Space minute of 4/2/17 educating, organizing, advocacy, and direct action, and
other methods as deemed appropriate in each context,
(040617.2). These minutes are as follows:
to ensure the safety and security of the undocumented
Ministry and Counsel: “Open and
community.
Affirming” minute
Whittier First Friends Church, a Quaker Meeting, is
an open and affirming community. We welcome all
who come as religious seekers to share in worship and
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Dear Friends, Some months I have a lot of news to
report to you all. Other months I feel like I have to
reach deep and tell you all about my family and how we
are doing. Let that be a little warning that your news is
never inconsequential, and I’m always happy to share
what you have. BTW (by the way), my niece, Amanda
Bates got a new kitten.
Friends Celebrate: Happy birthday to Ella Tiffany
who celebrated her 88th birthday at her new place in
Mission Viejo with visits from Friends and family.
Carlos Bailey had another milestone birthday—he’s
103! Marygene Wright will celebrate her 90th
birthday with a reception from 2:00-4:00 p.m. on
November 18 at First Friends. All are invited! Watch
the bulletin on Sunday for information.
Friends About Town: There have been several old car
shows recently, giving Friends the opportunity to share
their own treasures. As always, the “Ticket to the
Twenties” at the
Homestead Museum in
City of Industry was a lot
of fun. The Friday night
Ruby’s car shows at
Whittwood were a new
experience. Milt and
Dan Wright joined a
dozen other members of
the Long Beach Model T
Club to display their Tin
Lizzies at the Vintage
Motorcycle and Kustom
Car Show at John Glenn
High School in Norwalk, and The Living Light was
there. Here they are continuing our tradition: “The
Living Light Travels.” (Remember, your submissions are
welcome and needed.) Deanna Woirhaye is looking
forward to presenting her photography at upcoming art
shows around Whittier. Her photography group, the
Whittier Photographic Society, displays their works at
the Whittier Art Gallery through November 11 with a
reception on Saturday, November 4 from 3-5 pm
followed by the W Show at Parnell Park November 1819. She would love to see you all.
Friends Visit: Kathianne Selindh visited church on
October 21 to hear her old friend Lucretia
Humphrey speak about Right Sharing of World
Resources. She hosted Lucretia overnight in Manhattan
Beach and then took her to LAX in the morning to
catch her plane home to Montana. They had a great

time driving back across LA and having an early dinner
by the ocean. Josh Fant and Idelia and Jaslene Gaitán
are safe following Hurricanes Irma and devastating
Maria in Puerto Rico, and spent some time on the
mainland before returning. We continue to offer
prayers of joy for their safety as well as for the health
and future of all the people of Puerto Rico as they
continue their physical and emotional recovery. Lea
Wright enjoyed a visit from her brother Steve Bates
when he was here for Whittier College Homecoming
weekend.
School and Work News: On his way to meet his
future goals in life, Cedric Woirhaye and parents
visited some nearby UC schools as he begins the yearlong process of making his way to college. Cedric is
interested in cutting carbon emissions to zero and in
designing spacecraft to help us colonize other planets.
He is currently courting environmental engineering
programs. Anathea Woirhaye, on the other hand, has
been enthusiastically practicing with her Orange
County School of the Arts Mock Trial Team that will
compete against other high schools in courthouses
across southern California. Oliver Bates has been
accepted into a university for computer science in
Denmark.
Friends Travel: Carrin & George Bouchard traveled
up north to Seaside to visit Stacy, Adam, Annabelle
& Adrian during Labor Day weekend. Bruce & Debi
Nelson were in Issaquah, Washington near Seattle,
visiting daughter Melissa Martinez, son-in-law Dan,
and grandkids Norah and Jordan. They journeyed
north in their motorhome learning the do’s and don’ts
of RVing. They never realized how GREEN the Seattle
area is, with so many trees! Marina Harris had the rare
opportunity to sing in English in two one-act operas
with Pacific Opera Project. Dave & Iris went to the
Friday, Oct. 27 performance. There was a total of five
other shows that weekend and the following weekend.
Elinore Petoletti went on a two-week Mountain
Outin’ train trip “Crescent Carolina Calling” from New
Orleans, through Gainesville GA, the Appalachian
Mountains and the Hiwassee River gorge to Copperhill,
and the Great Smoky Mountains. Cassie, Steven,
Landon & Avalon Caringella and Dan, Lea &
Philip Wright and Elinore spent a weekend at an
Airbandb in Oceanside. They visited San Diego Old
Town and the Victoria Beach Pirate Tower in Laguna
Beach, but Legoland was the highlight as they
celebrated Landon’s 7th birthday.
Friends Sharing News: Help to keep the Friendly Fare
going. Email me a quick note and tell me your news.
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Loletta’s Lines
November 5

Music Sunday
Life Speak

November 12 Loletta Barrett brings the message
But They Knocked?!
Psalm 78: 1-7, Matthew 25: 1-13
November 19 Loletta Barrett brings the message
Never Forget
Psalm 65, Deuteronomy 8:1-20,
Luke 17:11-19, 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
November 26 Loletta Barrett brings the message
Good Stuff

Ephesians 1:15-16

At October Monthly Meeting,
we approved a minute on hatred,
racial violence and our call to
answer “that of God in
everyone” (see page 1). We are
considering how our significant outreach funds can
help our neighbors in Puerto Rico and the Caribbean
as they recover from hurricanes Irma and Maria, and
will continue the discussion in November.
Monthly Meeting for November is November 12.
We will be celebrating stewardship and lunch will be
provided free of charge by the Business and Finance
Committee. Chef George Bouchard will prepare a meal
of chicken piccata, harvest corn soufflé, green beans
amandine, Caesar salad, power greens salad and
assorted pies for dessert.

Thanksgiving Worship
with the Community
First Friends hosts the Whittier Community
Thanksgiving Celebration at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday,
November 19. This interfaith musical celebration will
be led by our local church choirs, music directors, and
the Whittier Area Clergy Association. Please bring your
family and friends, invite the neighbors, and give the
community a warm Friends welcome.
We welcome and encourage your comments
as well as your contributions and photos
for inclusion in The Living Light.
Kindly send your email to Elisabeth Elliot
at communiquaker@gmail.com.

Giving and serving seem
to go together. There is no
more obvious example than
giving food or money to buy
food for a food pantry, and
then going to serve the
food. Many Friends will go
to the Interfaith Food Distribution Center this month
to do just that. But giving and getting seem to go
together too. Scientists tell us that the human brain is
wired to respond in a stimulus-response reaction. As I
understand it, there is actually a physical, chemical,
energy reaction in the brain—not just an emotional
feeling of pleasure or satisfaction—that rewards us for
doing good.
Most of us have experienced satisfaction in doing
something for someone, or giving them a gift, and
being directly rewarded by a smile, a thank you or even
a delighted exclamation. I imagine it is evidence that
they have experienced a physical, chemical, energy
reaction! But what happens when the rewards for
giving and serving are less immediate, tangible or
direct? Volunteer organizations struggle with this. Will
a ceremony of recognition encourage participation?
Should we send thank you notes? Is acknowledgment
with a smile and remembering a name enough? What
about our meeting? Is giving and serving God and
building the Beloved Community reward enough?
These questions are relevant because we are all asked
to consider how we are led to share our time, talents
and treasures. Every church I know does this at this
time of year. For practical purposes it helps to get
ready for the new year. But perhaps Thanksgiving time
is most appropriate?
A couple of queries arose for me: Does God have
“brain chemistry”? Does God get pleasure from giving
and serving our existence? How does God feel when
we acknowledge and appreciate God? How is my
connectedness with God/the Divine strengthened by
gratitude? Or, using other words: how is creation
enhanced as the Light within me joins all Light,
co-creating the greatest good for the universe? How do
I participate in the flow of positive physical, chemical,
energy, reactions that enhance all Life? How is the
cycle of Light, Love and Life enlarged when I give,
serve and live in appreciation and thanksgiving? For
further queries and study, see Psalm 118:1,
1 Thessalonians 5:18 and Ephesians 1:16.
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YOUNG FRIENDS FELLOWSHIP
One of the most fun-filled—and
competitive!—events of the year is
coming Sunday, November 12 as we
embark on the Great Thanksgiving
Scavenger Hunt. At a local store, the
youth will gather a bounty of grocery
items based on a set of clues. The
following week, we will take our bags
of groceries to the Interfaith Food
Center for distribution.
Then, on the first Sunday in December, the church
kitchen will be the sweetest place in town as we create
the candy plates to be offered for sale at the Family
Christmas Dinner. We’re looking to break our sales
record this year and are planning an array of sugary
treats to tempt.
—Lynda Ladwig

Just Like Loaves and Fishes
Stewardship season continues through November
12. Please prayerfully consider your faith promise to
the Meeting for 2018. Your
contributions, like loaves
and fishes, multiply and
become part of a larger
community effort, enabling
the ministry and services
our meeting provides.

Announcing our 2018
Quaker Forum Facilitator…
We are excited to announce that Jon Watts, the
creator of the web video series QuakerSpeak, is coming
to First Friends the first weekend in February to
facilitate Quaker Forum 2018.
The popular QuakerSpeak, currently in its fourth
season, recently hit one million views online. As
director of the QuakerSpeak project, Jon travels the
country interviewing Friends who have great stories
and offer perspectives on modern Quakerism
Jon is also a musician, blogger, podcaster, musician
and web strategist.
You can read more about Jon at
www.jonwatts.com, as well as on Facebook and
Twitter.

News from
Whittier Friends School
We are counting our blessings here at Whittier
Friends School which currently consists of 15
elementary children, 12 preschool children, eight
regular staff members, and 12 college aides from
Whittier College.
On October 30, we had our annual Costume Party,
this year with the theme of “Historical Figures.”
Children wore costumes inspired by people they
admire in history, and included such favorites as
Cleopatra, Walt Disney, and Neil Armstrong. TK-6th
grade students went to Brookdale to sing to the
residents some festive fall songs about pumpkins and
skeletons.
On December 1, the
children will be performing
their Christmas program,
“Star Trip,” a Star Wars
inspired look at the traditional
nativity story. Part of their
program will also be
performed at the Family
Christmas Dinner, so we can
look forward to an
entertaining and accessible
story.
We will have plenty of goodies available for
purchase as part of our famous annual Nut and Candy
Sale starting Sunday, November 19. Pre-orders will be
delivered on that day after Meeting for Worship as
well. All nuts and candy are reasonably priced (our
lowest-priced items are only $3!), make great gifts and
are perfect for holiday cooking and baking, so we
appreciate your support of the School.
Finally, did you know you can purchase all your gift
cards this Christmas through our scrip program? When
you buy company gift cards from us at face value, the
company donates a percentage to our school. Be on
the lookout for an order form, or ask Lea Wright for
assistance.
As always, we appreciate the endless support of our
First Friends Church friends, as we strive to provide a
safe, loving and inspiring place for our children to learn
and grow!
—Cassie Caringella
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November 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1
2
6:30p Business &
7:00p Friends Choir
Finance Committee Rehearsal
Meeting

Schedule for Sundays
Unprogrammed Worship — 8:30a
Meetings for Learning — 9:30a
Friends Choir Rehearsal — 9:30a

Friday
3
4:30p
Unprogrammed
Meeting for
Worship

Saturday
4

Meeting for Worship — 11:00a
5
Day Light Saving
Ends at 2:00 a.m.
12:15p Clerks’
Quarterly Meeting

6
7
1:30p Writing Class 7:00a Spiritual
Growth Group
9:00a Trustees
Meeting
7:00p Handbell
Choir Rehearsal

8
9
10 Staff Holiday
10:00a Personnel
7:00p Friends Choir 4:30p
Committee Meeting Rehearsal
Unprogrammed
Meeting for
Worship

11

12
12:15p Monthly
Meeting

13
14
10:00a Quiltmakers 7:00a Spiritual
1:30p Writing Class Growth Group

15

16
17
7:00p Friends Choir 4:30p
Rehearsal
Unprogrammed
Meeting for
Worship

18

23
Thanksgiving Day

25

19
20
12:15p Christian
1:30p Writing Class
Education
Committee Meeting
5:00p Community
Thanksgiving
Service

21
22
7:00a Spiritual
Growth Group
7:00p Handbell
Choir Rehearsal
7:15p Friends Choir
Rehearsal

26
27
28
12:15p Music
10:00a Quiltmakers 7:00a Spiritual
Committee Meeting 1:30p Writing Class Growth Group
9:00a Trustees
Meeting
7:00p Ministry
&Council Meeting

Austin Allen
Patrick Andrews
Bill Bateman
Lynda Bates
Steven Bingman
Judy Browning
Avalon Caringella
Samantha Cramer
Judith Ellis
Christopher Jones

29
30
6:30p Business &
Finance Committee
Meeting

Marie Kaneko
Al Langley
Kent Marshall
Rennie McIntosh
Jerry Montgomery
Stephanie Murillo
Dawn Ortega
Zoe Overmyer
Dylan Purkiss
Mary Raymond

24 Staff Holiday
4:30p
Unprogrammed
Meeting for
Worship

December 1
6:00p Whittier
Friends School
Chili Cookoff

Neva Root
Ashley Ryder
Bob Secord
Audine Votaw
David Warren
Brendon Woirhaye
Norman Wright
Marygene Wright
Lea Wright

If we've missed your
birthday, we apologize
(and happy birthday)!
We're working hard to
keep our birthday
calendar up-to-date so
please let us know if we're
forgetting anyone.
Thank you!
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Annual Publishing of Statement of Ownership, Management and Circulation
This statement must be published once a year in any publication distributed as a bulk mail periodical
as required by the United States Postal Service.
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End of Life With Dignity
Workshops Continue
The first End of Life With Dignity workshop was
held on October 28. Further topics and dates will be
announced soon, so please look for the Sunday
bulletins, in the December issue of The Living Light,
or call the church office.

The next All Friends
Fellowship Night is Tuesday,
November 8. The program will
be presented by multi-media
artist Suzette Hodnett. Believing
that “art is play,” Suzette creates
three-dimensional art that combines foils, acrylics,
and lightweight metals. Her drive to integrate fine art
with education and therapy has been evident in her
involvement in teen classes, art therapy, artist-inresidence programs, public youth art projects,
children's books and art for healing.
Potl uc k dinne r
begins at 6:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall with
the program to follow at
7:00 p.m. Sign up in
Founders Court to
bring a main dish, salad
or dessert. Drinks and
bread will be provided.
Please bring $1 per
person with food or $3
per person if you do not
bring food but will be
joining us for dinner.
There is no charge for
children 12 or under with their parents.
—Ted Marshburn

On Our Calendar...
Whittier Friends School
Chili Cook-off

Friday, December 1

YFF Candy Making

Saturday, December 2

Family Christmas Dinner

Sunday, December 10

The Monday Before Christmas

Monday, December 18

Peace Cafe

Friday, February 3

Quaker Forum

Saturday, February 4

Western Association of the
Religious Society of Friends
(WARSF)
annual meeting

Saturday, February 4

Stoking the Fire

May 17-20

ALL FRIENDS
FELLOWSHIP
NIGHT

We welcomed Jackie Stillwell and Lucretia Humphrey
(here with Outreach Committee member Bob Newton) of
Right Sharing of World Resources to Outreach Sunday
and All Friends Fellowship Night in October. Jackie and
Lucretia brought stories of their work with RSWR and
their experiences with micro-enterprise projects with
marginalized women in Kenya, India, and Sierra Leone.
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Place a poinsettia plant in the meetinghouse on Christmas Eve
$8.00 each.
Order deadline is Sunday, December 17,
Additional forms are available in the church office
and in Founder Court after Meeting for Worship

In memory of ___________________________________________________
or
In honor of _____________________________________________________

Name___________________________________
Phone___________ Amount enclosed $_______
[ ] I will take after Meeting for Worship on
Christmas Eve
[ ] Please deliver to those unable to worship
with us regularly

Please
remember in
prayer
those Friends
unable to
worship with
us regularly.
Peggy Anderson
Audrey & Carlos Bailey
Helen & Jack Carlisle
Phil & Liz Ellis
Rose Nedrow
Maureen Russell
Ann Smith
Vi Smith
Ella Tiffany
Ami Troedsson
Carol Urner
Gerry Wolfe

